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Q. 11. Is a man's faith proved simply by his customary 
attendance in the Masjid, as i t  has been mentioned in the 
Hadith 7 

A. Yes, there is no doubt that thc attendance of one who comes 
to prayers in the Masjid is an evidence of his faith, because 
nothing persuades him to leave his house and undertake the 
walk to the Masji~i, except belief (faith) jn Allih, the Almighty, 
the All-Powerful. 

As for the saying of the questioner: as it was mentioned in the 
Hadilll, it refers to what was reportcd from the Prophet &: 

" I f  'vola see a man who regulitrly a f fend f fhc mosques, thm testfi 
tc his 

11 
But this Hadiih is weak and is not authentically reported from 
the Prophet ,&. - .  a- 

4- O- 

4 .12 .  T h e r q W  man who suffers from the whispering of 
Satan. @/whispers things to him that are greqt sins 
concerning All*, the AImightG the All-Powerful and he 
is very much afraid of this; what is the advice of Your 
Eminence? 

A. Regarding what has been ~l~entiurled concerning the 
probIem of the questioner, which is that he fears the result of - - f *  A - - 
it, I say to him: Rejoice a t  the good news that there will be no 

C. 

result from it excent a good result. This is whis~erinz bv which - - C 1 

S t a n  assails the believers in ardcr to upset the sound belief in 
! their hearts and to cause the111 spiritual and mental agitation 

: and disturb the sercnity of their faith, indccd the serenity of 
i their lives, if they arc believers. 
i 

1 ' ' I  Rcporled by At-Tirmithi in thc Book of  Faith, in thc Chaplcr: What 
'3 

Has Been Relatcd Regarding the Sanctity of Prayer (2617). 4 
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Re is not the first among the people of faith to he confronted by 
this situation. nor is he the last. for it will continue as lone as - U - 

thcre is a believer in the world: and this same situation 
confronted the Com~anions, mav ~ l l i h ' m a l e a s e d m .  
for it has been reported on the authority of Abu Hurairah, may 
Allt~h be pleased with him, that he said: Some pcople from 
among the Companions of the Messenger of All& came to the 
Prophet & and said to him: "Verily we in our minds 
,that which every one of us considers too grave tu  express." He 
said: r' 

"Do you really perceive it?" 

They said: "Yes." Upon this he remarked: 

"That is true faith. "I ' I  

In the Two Sahihs, it is also narrated from Abu ~ura i r ah ,  may 
Alldl be pleased with him, that the Prophet said: -- y. 

"Satan may come to a n y r e  of you and say: 'Who created s ~ i h  
and such? Who created such and such?' until he says: 'Who 
crf'zted your Lord?' So, when he inspires such a questioi~, one 
sholald seek rtfuge witlr Allih andgive up ~ ~ i h  thclught~."'~' 

' ' I  It was reported by Muslim in the Book of Faith, in the Chapter: ' 

Explanation of the 1 Evil )  Whispering Regarding Faith ( 1 32). 
[2' Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of the Beginning of Creation, in 

the Chapter: Thc Description of Iblis and His Legions (3276)  and it was 
reported by Muslim in the Bmk of Faith, in the Chapter on the 
Description of the (Evil) Whispering Regarding Faith ( 134). 

P~tawa on -. 'Aqidah .. (Creed) 

It is reported on the a 
plcascd with him, that 2; 
'#Oh, Messenger of 
nature that he would r d  
about them." The Prom 

'A11 praise and- 
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p L  

'jll ' m  

3 
And in another n m -  
Hc said: d 

f& 

' I It was reported by A b E  
Chapter: Regarding M 
Imam Ahmad in A - m  
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Tt is repoaed on the a u t h o ~ t y  of Ibrl 'Abbas, ma): Al\Sh be 
plea.sed with him, that a man came to the Prophet @j and said: 
"Oh, Messe~~gcr of Allih! One of us has thoughts of such a 
nature that he would rather be reduced to charcoal than speak 
about them." The Prophet & said: 

Some people from 
f AUh came to the 

creukd such 
he says: 'Who 

a questiirn, On'' 
h fhoughfs. "[21 

cir 

r> 1 

H Faith, in thc Chapter: 
h t g  Faith (132). 
4 i j n n i n g  bf Creation, in 
-s (3276) and ir was 
L in [he Chapter on thc 
h g  Faith ( 134). 

P < 

((+$2l Jl :$! :; ,&\ 4 
# / I  praise sn;iThsnks be to Alidh ha rzdtrced his nr~lier 
(i.c ~ a i a n ' s  guile) to (evil) whi~~rring.''~'~ 

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Tain~iyyah, may A l l 2 1  have mercy on himr 
said in the Book of Faith: The believcr is put to trial by the 
whispcrinv of Sacan, the wliiupering of disbelief which causes 

P.. 
him distress, as the Companions, may All$h be pleased with - them, said: "oh, Mcssengcr of AUdh! One of us has thoughts 
within himself of' such a nature that hc wnuld rather f ~ l l  dun71 
from the heaven than speak of them." The Prophet & said: 

(~$LLjl &p 3li) 
"That is [rue {crirll. " 

And in another narration: 'he considers it too grave to express .' 
He said: 

'H I1  praise a d  thanks are Allhh's WHO has redrdced hir (i.e. 
Satan's) intrzique tc (ail) whisperi'n~." 

L I 

That is, the occurrence of this whispering along with this great 
*hatred for it and repelling it from the hcart is a part of true fait6, - 
l i e  the warrior in Mdh's Cause who m e t  tbc enemy and 

j mt him until he uvercarne him, for that is a great ~ihad  up to 
his words: This is whir the seekers of knowledge and worship F 

t 

1 It was reported by Abu Dawlld in the Book of Good Manners, in rhe  
t 
t Chaplei-: Regarding the Responsc ro (Evil) Whispering ( 5  I 1 2 )  an11 by 

lmarn Ahmad in AI-~Mtrsnad ( 1 :340). 



Fatawa Arkanul- lslam 58 r%Y\ dlSJ &Li 
-- -- 

are assailed by whispering and ull~certainty which do not afflict 
another, because he line. the other) doe- . .-. 

All31 and His way; rather, he follows his own desires, hcedless 
%the remembrance of his Lord and this is the goal of Satan, as - 
opposed to thuse who turn towards their Lord with knowledge 
and (acts of) worship, for he is thcir enemy and he sceks to 
prevent them from (worshipping) AMh, the Most High. This 
was mentioned on page 147 of the Indian printing. 

So, 1 say to this questioner: Once it is clear to you that this 
whispering i s  from Satan, then you must struggle and stand 
against it, and know that i t  will never harm you as long as you 
undertakr the nece;saly struggle, rejcct it and cease thinking 
about it. The Prophet & said: 
w 

((* '(I XIIBh hils /orgiven what is whisprrd in the hearis of my 

And if i t  is said to you: Do you believe what is whispered to you? 
And do you think it is the truth? And is it possible to describe 
AHcih, the Most Glorified by it? You would sav: I t  is nor for us to 

L- 

speak of this; Glorified are You (Oh, A l l i h ) ,  this is a great lie! 
L 

You would rejecf it with your heart and by your words; and of 
the peoprr, you would flee further than any-<f them from it. 

-- 
Thcn it is, onlysispering and perils displayed to your heart, 
and a window t o  polytheism from Satan, who courscs 
throughout the human body as blood courses through it, in 
order to destroy and to obscure your religion for you. 

I 1 j  Rcportt'd by Al-Btdhdri in the Book of Manumission, &I the Chapter: 
Error and Forgct fhess  in Manumission and Ilivorcc (2528) arid by 
Muslim in the Book of Faith, in the Chapter: Allall Has Forgiven What 
i\ Whispcrod in the Heart (127). 
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T h s  is why you find that Sat an does not plncc doubt or rejection 
about trivial things in your heart ,  so you hear for example, of 

&m desires, beedies s the ~ i s t c n c e  - of large and important cities filled with residents 

goal of Satan, as and buildings in the east and the west and yet doubt of their 
w with knowledge existence never once crosses your mind, 110s regarding their 

faults, such as that their buildings arc destroyed or are unfit fur and he seeks to 
habitation or that there arc no occupdnts in them and so on. 

Jhere is no goal for Satan in making mankind duubc such 
things. But Satan's important great goal is destroyirlg the faith 
,of the s l i e v c r ,  so ne stnves by his horse, a n d  on foot. to 
extinguish the light of knosvlcdge and guidance in one's heart 
m t o a u s c  him t u  fall into the darkness of doubt and 

contains a cure for this: 
P.i f C  

"Then let hirpl seek refikge ~ ~ i t h  Al12h ar~d xuse doing it." 

If a person ceases doing that and continues to worship AllAh, 

sible to dcscribe , seeking and desiring that which is with AllAh, it wiLl stop 
troubling him, by Allih's Power. So, avoid all suppositions 
which pass through your heart on - this subject and worship 

( Allc%. supplicate to Him and glorify Him, and if you heard 
anyone describing Him with what was whispered to him, you 

Therefore, what is whjspered is not a fact; rather i t  is simply 
thoughts and whisperings which havc nu - basis. Like in the case 
of someone wearing a clean gal-ment which he has just washed, 
and then hc is assailed by thoughts that maybe it is impure, and 
 nayb be it is not permissible ~o pray in it, but he should pay no 

&ission, h rhe Chapter: 
d h r c e  (2528) and by 
a Has Forgiven What And my advice may be summarized as follows: 
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1. Seek protection with All%h and completely stop these 
suppositions as the Prophet g3 ordered us to do. So, it is an obLg& 

2. Mention Allih, the Most High and restrain yourself from this ,Messenger of -4 
from the Mercy of l 

3 .  Wholehearted dedicarion to \TO* and acting in accor- from His Wisdom 

aahce with the Command of Alldh and seeking His Pleasure. remain upon their a 

for when you give worship your undivided attention with the rule of the M g  : I  

earnestncss and striving, l rou will forget about occupying 
yourself w i t h  this whispering, if All31 wills. 

4. - Seeking re@? with AUhh much and asking Him topxotect ' 
you from this thing. 

And I ask Alldh, the Most High for protection for you and safety "~igizt againsf fh 
fxonl cvery evil and every detestable thing, ~ a s r  Day, (3) m d  

A. It is incumbent upon every disbeliever to embrace the 
religion of Islam, even if he is a Christian or a Jew, becausc 
Allf i ,  the Most High says in His Mighty Book: 

>,, 0 0  
k 

*L i tG  ,n >, .> ,s 0' -/ Am'*+ $ 4  + -j @ r q 4 +??y!, u ! f  
, > +s,= ;>-7 1 .&r; *&; # &,J &+$ 

"Say (0 Muh~mmad &): '0 mmkixd! Verily I am to you 
J N  u ,  iht,hIesstn9tr o f ~ l h h  - lo Whom he~on9s ths diminion of 
ihe heavens and l he earth. La ili~ktu illu Hu wa (nonc has f he fight 
lo k worshipped but He) .  11 is He u7hogives l f e  and causes de~th .  ' 

So belimr in Allah and His Messenger (Muhamtirad B), the 
Prophet who can neither read nor writ< (i-e. MuJzammad &), 
who belims rtl AIlal~ and His Words /(this Qur'an), ihr Tilural 
(Torah) and fhe I ~ j i l  (Gospel) and also Alldh's Word: 'Be!' - 
and he wlm, i.e. 'Isn (Jcs~rs) scn ofA4alyum (Mury) , XJ I -1, 


