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"I fear for you a Fitnah that is like thick
smoke, wherein a man's heart will die
just as his body dies."

- Ibn Mas'ud (radhiallahu “anhu)



Contents

Pag
No.

R/
0'0

R/
0'0

R/
0'0

%

"Azla 6

8 #

%

%

9%

"%

1$

23

2%



Translator's Foreword
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" And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects not in particular those of you who do
wrong, and know that Allah is Severe in punishment B
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”... Indeed tribulations are like accumulated clouds, coming one after another engulfing
people in total blindness and deafness, just like the dark pieces of the night or the clashes of the
deep waves. In it, the minds of the people are seized and their hearts die, except the one whom
Allah protects.



It is from the guidance of the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam), which is the
best of guidance that there should be preparation for tribulations before they fall by arming
ourselves with knowledge and insight (basirah), with good deeds, Ijtihad (struggling to
distinguish the truth) and preparation for the Day of Reckoning — so that we can be aware of
sins, soften our hearts, wake up from our heedlessness and take advantage of the occasion
before the sudden arrival of Fitan and its terrors.”
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No doubt, Fitnah will take place

5 # J -9 + % 6 A - #Hi ‘Do
you see what I can see? I see the places of tribulation amidst your homes just like
the places of raindrops as they fall (on the earth).”'
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"The joyful one is he who is protected from tribulations and he who when afflicted,
bears patience.’?

+ - % 0 - 9/ + % 6 A -
#1 - 'Nothing remains of this world except trials and tribulations.’
% ) # % ) & 9/ % Vot
7%
#/ H - + % 6 A -
#HI # (C "There has not been a Prophet before me

except that it was mandatory upon him to guide his nation to that which was good
for them and warn them from that which was bad for them. Indeed this nation of
yours, its good times have been made to come at its beginning and indeed the last of
them will be afflicted with a trial and matters which they dislike. Then there will
come a Fitnah, parts of it refining the other and a believer will say, 'In this is my
destruction.” Then it will depart and another Fitnah will come where the believer
will say, 'In this is my destruction.” Then it will depart. So whoever wishes that he
be saved from the Fire and entered into Paradise, let him die as a believer in Allah
and the Last Day, and let him go to a people who love to come to him...’
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"My ears heard it and my heart understood it. =
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'My Ummah is one bestowed with Mercy; there is no punishment for it in the
Hereafter. Its punishment is in this world: Tribulations, earthquakes and killings.’

% 1 % / M# J- / #H-
#H  N# # % Sahabi
b # 1 # 'What has surprised you, O Abu Burdah? / ‘[ am surprised

at a nation whose religion is one, whose Prophet is one, whose Da’wah (call) is one, whose
proof (Qur’an) is one, and whose battles are one, but yet they permit the killing of each other!’
C "Do not be surprised for my father told me that he heard the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam) say, 'My Ummah is one bestowed with Mercy...
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The Nature of Fitan
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e Itis attractive to people during its onset such that it deceives them with its
illusions
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War when it first appears, is like a young woman
Who hastens with her beauty to every ignorant one
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Until when it (war) becomes fierce and is prolonged
It turns into an old woman without a husband
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Grey-haired, so altered and different
An unpleasant one to smell and kiss!
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¢ Tribulations usurp the minds of men
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"There will be a tribulation wherein the minds of men will be seized such that a
sound-minded man will hardly be seen.” '3
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% + 9 + % 6 A - #H1 ‘Before the
Coming of the Hour, there will be al-Harj.” - % C HC
'Killings. It won’t be your killing of the polytheists but rather it’s when you kill each
other such that a man will kill his neighbour, his brother, his uncle and his cousin.’

- "Whilst we are sound-minded then?’ "The minds of the people in that
era will be seized and there will remain from the people those who are lowly and
unintelligent, most of them will think they have a basis but they have no basis.’

% + 91- # 4 C #H- #
- #H - H b
- E - 13
C - 6 A 1
# - C "Verily, the hearts are exposed to Fitan

so any heart that takes it, is marked with a black spot and if it turns away from it, it’s marked
with a white spot. Whoever amongst you wishes to know if a tribulation has afflicted him or
not should take a look: If he sees something to be Haram (impermissible) which he
previously saw as Halal (permissible) or he sees something to be Halal which he
previously saw as Haram,, then indeed the Fitnah has afflicted him.’ '?

¢ And from the nature of a Fitnah is that when it takes place, it spins out of
control very quickly to the extent that even those who set it off first cannot
calm it down
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" And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects not in particular those of you who do
wrong, and know that Allah is Severe in punishment B
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"O Mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing proof from your Lord, and We sent
down to you a manifest Nur (Light —i.e. this Qur’an).”
C ? 91:D

% ( AEE 6 1 (insight or a way out))
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"Verily, Basa'ir (proofs and insight) have come to you from your Lord, so whosoever sees, will
do so for (the good of) his own soul, and whosoever blinds himself, will do so to his own harm,

and I (Muhammad SAW) am not a watcher over you.”
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This world is enveloped with oppression except for the gatherings of knowledge*
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He is insightful of the consequence, by his knowledge
As if today, he is looking over the events of tomorrow
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"Say: "This is my way; I invite unto Allah with basirah (insight and sure knowledge), I and
whosoever follows me. And Glorified and Exalted be Allah, and I am not of the polytheists.”
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Patience during times of Fitan
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"Verily! There was a party of My slaves, who used to say: "Our Lord! We believe, so forgive
us, and have mercy on us, for You are the Best of all who show mercy!”

But you took them for a laughingstock, so much so that they made you forget My

Remembrance while you used to laugh at them!

Verily! I have rewarded them this Day for their patience;
they are indeed the ones that are successful.”
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C
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" And We have made some of you as a trial for others: will you have patience?
And your Lord is Ever All-Seer.”
C? > 1$30
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# 0 " b A - #HI "You will surely

come to see much severity after I am gone, so be patient until you meet me at the
Hawdh (in the Hereafter)."'
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9 'No-one has been given a gift as ample as patience.”"- @
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" So verily, with the hardship, there is relief
Verily, with the hardship, there is relief”
¢ 70 9=2 1D
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#1 - 'The joyful one is he who is safeguarded from tribulations, the joyful
one is he who is safeguarded from tribulations, the joyful one is he who is
safeguarded from tribulations and he who when afflicted, bears patience — and what
patience that is! %

% < 9 + % 6 A - #H1 # 'O Abu
Dharr! / C |/ #P+ % C "What will you do when
death afflicts the people such that their homes become graves?’

/ % C + 6 / a4 % C

+ # 1 C Tt is upon you to observe patience.”

/ % < + % -

# # 'O Abu Dharr! If severe hunger afflicts the people such that
you cannot even get up from your bed to go to the mosque, what will you do?’ /

% C + C "Abstain and be modest.’

'O Abu Dharr! If severe killings take place such that a slave’s home becomes his
grave, what will you do?’/ % C + C ‘Be
patient.” s
% + + % 6 A - #HI "There

will come a time when the one who holds onto his religion will be like one holding
onto hot coal.” 2
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Adhering to Forbearance and Kindness & Abandoning Haste and Recklessness

S5## "+ # % 9 " 6 A - #Hi
'Kindness is not found in anything except that it beautifies it and it is not taken
away from anything except that it defaces it.”*

8 9/ + % 6 A - #Hl - % €%
70 - 'Verily, you possess two qualities that are beloved to Allah: forbearance ®
and perseverance.” %

% + + % 6 A - #H1

"Patience is from Allah and hastiness is from the Satan. There is no-one who excuses
as much as Allah does and there is nothing more beloved to Allah than
forbearance.”®
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D 7+ § "It means to take control of the soul and keep it in check when anger
sets in.’
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Appoint a spot for your feet before taking a step
For whoever slips due to ignorance will surely take a fall
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So do not be fooled by the first thing that you see
Indeed the first dawn to arise is the False Dawn
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Issues will put you in doubt when they first appear
But you shall know their reality when they pass by & disappear
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And they do not protect against evil until it afflicts them
And they do not know about matters until it pass them by
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Do not be hasty for perhaps it may be
That a youth hastens in a matter which will harm him
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And perhaps a youth has dislike for something
But its end-result will make him happy 3
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The patient one will achieve some of his needs
Whilst the hasty one will fall and slip
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And perhaps some people lose out due to their slowness
When it would have been correct had they hastened
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Verification during Times of Fitan
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b A - #1 - 'Verily, Allah loves the rich one who is subtle and
pious.’
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I am not one to fight a man who offers prayers
To fight him with another leader from Quraysh
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He has his authority and I bear my own sins
May Allah save us from ignorance and recklessness!
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Shall I fight a Muslim over nothing at all?
Then as long as I live, my life will not benefit me
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Hastiness is the Mother of all Regrets
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"... It is only Your Trial by which You lead astray whom You will...”
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Verifying News
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O you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes to you with news, verify it lest
you harm people in ignorance, and afterwards you become regretful over what you

have done.”
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O you who believe! When you go (to fight) in the Cause of Allah, verify (the truth), and say
not to anyone who greets you (by embracing Islam): “You are not a believer”; seeking the
perishable goods of the worldly life. There are much more profits and booties with Allah.
Even as he is now, so were you yourselves before till Allah conferred on you His Favours (i.e.
guided you to Islam), therefore, be cautious in discrimination.

Allah is Ever Well-Aware of what you do.”
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If a rebellious evil person comes to you with news
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”... A slanderer, going about with calumnies,”
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"When there comes to them some matter pertaining to (public) safety or fear, they make it
known (among the people)...”

c? §2
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there comes to them some matter pertaining to (public) safety or fear, they make it known
(among the people)...” #H #
- # - # -
+  # 0 5 %
#% C - " 6 A - #H1 Tt

is enough of a lie that a person should pass on everything he hears.” 2

v/ g + % 6 A - Hi P -

+ # H + #H# % H
-% # -(#

# 0 - (- # M+ C -+ ? D

$/ - 5 # <

2) -+ # + > #



% 0 - + 0
+ % b A - #1 ’'prohibited hearsay’
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0  9'Whoever narrates from me a report which is seen to be a lie, is indeed one
of the liars.” =
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"When there comes to them some matter pertaining to (public) safety or fear, they make it
known (among the people). If only they had referred it to the Messenger and to those in
command, it would have been known by its proper investigators..."”
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Not everything that is known should be told
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knowledge from the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam). As for one of them, I
have spread it. And as for the other, were I spread it, this oesophagus of mine would be
severed.” 3 @ % #
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Guarding the Tongue
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"And say to My slaves that they should say only those words that are the best.
Verily, Shaitan (Satan), seeks to sow disagreements among them.

Surely, Shaitan (Satan) is to man a plain enemy.”
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"Not a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it).”
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"But verily, over you are appointed angels to watch you.
Honourable ones, writing down your deeds.
They know all that you do.
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"Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private counsel?

Yes We do, and Our Messengers are by them, to record.”
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/ + % - 'Verily, one of you speaks a word bringing the

Pleasure of Allah, which he does not think will reach such heights and so Allah
writes for him His Pleasure until the Day of Judgment. And verily, one of you speaks
a word which brings the Wrath of Allah, which he does not think will reach such
heights and so Allah writes upon him His Anger until the Day he meets Him.
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except for speech which enjoins the good and forbids the wrong and words said in
the Remembrance of Allah “azza wa jall.” -
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In Silence is Salvation
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"Whoever keeps silent is saved.” 3

+ 8 9 + % b A - #HI1 "You
remain in safety so long as you remain silent. Then if you speak, it is written either
for you or against you.” !
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If I have ever regretted my silence just once
Than I have regretted my speech much more
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Balancing between speech and silence
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believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him speak good or remain silent.” '
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They said, "You ve been disputed but yet you keep silent?’
I said, 'Indeed a response will only be a key to the doors of evil.’
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Guarding the Tongue during Times of Fitan
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" And strive hard in Allah’s Cause as you ought to strive...”
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"O you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you, and let them find
harshness in you..."”
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"The Mujahid is the one who strives against his soul in the Way of Allah “azza wa
jall.” ¥

% < 9 + % 6 A - #H1 "The best of
Jihad is to strive against your soul and your desires in the Way of Allah “azza wa
jall.” '3
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"There will be a Fitnah which will overcome the Arabs; its dead therein will be in the
Hellfire. The tongue (in that time) will be more severe than the strikes of a sword.” '3

C 6 AT 4 + % 6
A - #Hi # C 'When you see the
oaths of a people become murky and their trusts weaken and they become like this’ @
/ H - + -/
- / # H 'Stick to your home and

take hold of your tongue. Hold fast to what you know and abandon whatever you
do not know. Adhere to matters concerning yourself only and leave the matters of
the masses.”'"!
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How the Salaf Guarded Against the Slips of the Tongue in Times of Fitan
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"That was a nation who has passed away. They shall receive the reward of what they earned
and you of what you earn. And you will not be asked of what they used to do.”
C?2L> g912p"
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I swear that indeed my sins occupy me
From engaging in the sins of Bani Umayyah
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Their judgment is up to Allah
With Him is the knowledge of that, and not me
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What they have committed will not harm me
So long as Allah rectifies what is with me '*!
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How often has Blood resulted from a Single Word Uttered
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7 E ## -
H
- - + % 6 A -
#H1 'Verily, from amongst Mankind are those who are the keys to

goodness and they close the door to evil. And verily, from amongst Mankind are
those who are the keys to evil and they close the door to goodness. So glad-tidings
to the one whom Allah places the key to goodness at his hands and woe be to him
whom Allah places the key to evil at his hands.”'®
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% + % 6 A - #Hi 'Verily a

slave utters a word which earns (him) the Anger of Allah. He doesn’t give mind to it
but it casts him into Jahannam (Hell).” '%:
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" b A - #H1 & ® "They shall

kill the people of Islam whilst leaving alone the idol-worshippers.”'%
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" And if anyone of the Mushrikun seeks your protection then grant him protection, so that he
may hear the Word of Allah, and then escort him to where he can be secure...”
¢ ? 9D

Declaring Muslims to be Disbelievers is a key to permitting the spilling of their
blood
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% "Death can result from backbiting"}
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A youth may die due to a slip of his tongue
Whilst he rarely dies due to a slip of his feet
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The slips of his tongue can do away his head
Whilst the slips of his feet only slow him down!
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Keeping away from Fitan and Fleeing from it
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"O My slaves who believe! Certainly, spacious is My earth. Therefore worship Me (Alone).”

C 7% 9=10D
C Aa 04— 12
/ #% (- + % 6 Ao-
#H1 "Woe be to the Arabs for an evil which has drawn near, successful is he
who keeps away from it.” '*
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- H 6 -1
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< - # - + %
6 A - #19 '‘Before the Coming of the Hour, there shall be al-Harj
(killings)." '?
5 # 0 ## > 70 / + # % 1
# C - -
- # H 1/ % 1 -
+ % 6 A - 1 'Verily, Fitan shall take

place. Fitan wherein the one sitting is better than the one walking and the one
walking is better than the one hastening forth. Truly, when it comes or befalls, let
the one with camels remain with his camels and let the one with sheep remain with
his sheep and let the one with land remain with his land.’ # P

+ % N4 # H C

'Let him take his sword and strike it against a rock, let him be saved if he can be
saved. O Allah, have I conveyed. O Allah, have I conveyed. O Allah, have I
conveyed.’

12 (- W -
12=) -% < 0 - M
12 1##% # (



0 # P+ % N4 | #
# # #H

"Then he shall bear his sin and your sin and he shall be of the dwellers of
Hellfire.” '*:
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% A C # P% N/ /

+ % 6 A - #1 - 'If two Muslims meet with

their swords, the killer and the one killed are both in the Hellfire.”/ P
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'He intended to kill his companion.’ *?
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- #E - 2,
% 1 9/ +  HH 0 # +
% 6 A - #H1 'Verily, there shall be tribulations, groups

and disunity. When that happens, bring your sword to Uhud and strike it until it
breaks, then sit in your home until the oppressive hand comes to you or decreed
death comes to you.”* ®
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" And fight them until there is no more Fitnah..."”
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" And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace between
them both, but if one of them rebels against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that
rebels till it complies with the Command of Allah..."”
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" And fight them until there is no more Fitnah..."”
C 2> 91,2
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" And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell to abide therein..."”
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The Benefits of ‘Azla (secluding oneself) during Times of Tribulations
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? Protection #H -
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? No ill-feelings against the Muslim masses. / 0
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? The blaze of Fitan is put out.
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Points to note:-
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- !
- Total seclusion in a place far from people
- Partial seclusion where a person stays away from Fitnah and its people and does not
take part in it even though he may be residing amongst the masses.
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Adhering to the Jama'ah: A cause for Salvation
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'Verily, Allah will not unite my Nation upon misguidance. The Hand of Allah is
with the Jama'ah and whoever strays, strays towards the Hellfire.”"' 2
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% C HH 6 74 -
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# 'Adhere to the Muslim Jama'ah and to their Imam.” 4 -
8 # 1# #:1 "Then stay away from all those groups, even if you

(end up) clinging to the roots of a tree until death comes to you and you are like
that.”* =
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"Tama’ah is mercy and division is punishment.”"
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"Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa (virtue, righteousness and piety);
but do not help one another in sin and transgression.”
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Countering Tribulations with Righteous Deeds

/ H - H

H ? / H
' heard, I saw, I think, if it was like this it would have been better, if this was put first or if
that was delayed it would have been more appropriate’ -

% C - + % 6 A - #H1
'By (righteous) deeds, prepare for Fitan which is like a piece of the dark night
wherein a man will wake up as a believer and pass the evening as a disbeliever, or
wherein he will enter the evening as a believer and in the morning come as a
disbeliever. He will sell his religion for a temporal gain of this World.” ':

% 7( 71 % #

# %
# # # # 1:2
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"Prepare for 6 things by doing (righteous) deeds: The Anti-Christ, the Smoke, the
Beast of the Earth, the Rising of the Sun from the East, the matter of the masses and
the personal issues of each of you.” '

SH##0 # + % 6 A - #H1

- Subhanallah! What has Allah sent down from
the Stores and what has come of Fitan? Who will wake up the people of the house —
i.e. his wives — so that they may pray? Perhaps a clothed one in this world will be
naked in the Hereafter.” '
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"...But if they had done what they were told, it would have been better for them, and would
have strengthened their (Faith)”
C? 90D

LLLLLLLLLLLEL bbb bbb LLEE L LLLL

:$0 -+ H# O H % #
2%? #
-0 + #

!
!
!
'=%71



The one who performs righteous deeds will never be humiliated by Allah

/ # " 6 A - #H1 ‘The doer
of good is protected from evil destruction.”':
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"Worship in the time of al-Harj (killings) is like migration to me.” '
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"Not equal among you are those who spent and fought before the conquering (of Makkah)
(with those among you who did so later). Such are higher in degree than those who spent and
fought afterwards. But to all, Allah has promised the best (reward).
And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.”

¢ 2C 913D
6 7 >
#H - H 0]
- H ? > -
| # '
%
B30ally siall | slatuly
" And seek help in patience and prayer...”
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"Indeed, We know that your breast is straitened at what they say. So glorify the praises of
your Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him). And worship your Lord until

there comes unto you the certainty (i.e. death).”
C 2¢C69,:2,,0
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Du'a and Tadharru' (beseeching with humbleness) in Times of Fitan
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"Verily, We sent (Messengers) to many nations before you.
And We seized them with extreme poverty (or loss in wealth) and loss in health with
calamities so that they might believe with humility (tadharru’).
If only they had believed with humility when Our Torment came to them! But rather their
hearts hardened, and Shaitan (Satan) made fair-seeming to them that which they used to do.”
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" And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and they denied him), except that We seized its
people with trials from extreme poverty (or loss in wealth) and loss of health and calamities,
so that they might humble themselves (tadharru’).”
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"Are they not asking for salvation (and well-
being)?!"!
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"And indeed We seized them with punishment, but they did not humble themselves to their
Lord, nor did they invoke (tadharru’) with submission to Him.”
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"Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!”
So We opened the gates of heaven with water pouring forth.
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"And (remember) Dhan-Nun (Jonah), when he went off in anger, and thought that We would
not punish him (i.e. the calamites which had befallen him)! But he cried through the darkness
(saying): La ilaha illa Anta [none has the right to be worshipped but You (O Allah)],
Glorified (and Exalted) are You. Truly, I have been of the wrong-doers.
So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress.
And thus do We deliver the believers.”
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"And your Lord said: "Call upon Me, I will respond to you.
Verily! Those who scorn at My worship will surely enter Hell in humiliation!”
¢ 7. § 3D

" b A - #H1 '‘Du’a is worship.”' -
C "The most powerless person is the one incapable of making du’a.” "
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C C ¢« C P C 20 9’0 My Slaves,
all of you are in misguidance except the one whom I guide. So seek guidance of Me,
and I shall guide you.”* -
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- 9’0 Allah, Lord of Jibra'il, Mika'il and Israfil, Originator of the Heavens
and the Earth, Knower of the Unseen and Apparent, You shall surely Judge between
Your slaves over what which they differ. Guide me in the matters of Truth over
which there is a conflict, by Your Permission. Indeed You guide whom You will to
the Straight Path.”'
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"Then Allah, by His Leave, guided those who believed to the truth of that wherein they
differed. And Allah guides whom He wills to a Straight Path.”
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Seeking Refuge in Allah from Fitan

" 6 A - #Hi1 ; H
% # C ‘Seek refuge in Allah from Fitan, the apparent
thereof and the hidden.” '
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T seek refuge in You from the Fitnah of this world.”*:

"And I seek refuge in You from the Fitnah of wealth.”"'-

"And I seek refuge in You from the evil of the Fitnah of wealth, and I seek refuge in
You from the Fitnah of the grave, and I seek refuge in You from the Fitnah of the
Anti-Christ.” "

"And I seek refuge in You from the Fitnah of Life and Death.”"'-
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Allah, we seek refuge in You from turning back on our heels or being put to trial
(Fitnah).” -
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Muhammad Isma'il al-Muqaddam
May Allah grant him forgiveness
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