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EDITOR'S FOREWORD

Praise be to Allah and peace and blessings be upon
Muhammad, the seal of Prophets, who brought countless people
out of the darkness of ignorance and guided them to Allah’s path.
Though we Muslims normally devote huge attention to the story
of Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and
recount to our youngsters at least a simplified version of it, it is
generally the case that the biographies of many other Prophets
remain shrouded in obscurity. Hence, the value of Stories of the
Prophets lies primarily in the fact that it places under the spotlight
many Prophets whom Allah, exalted be He, sent to humanity,
highlights their laudable efforts in calling on people to worship
Allah, associate no partners with him and abide by his laws and
also sheds light on their unyielding perseverance when faced with
rejection. Similarly, the book seeks to help readers draw lessons
from the memorable lives of Prophets that abound in breathtaking
miracles and unquestionably solid evidence of Allah's power and
might, not to mention His existence.

It is noteworthy that the book is recommended for both
children and adults for numerous reasons. The stories of all the
Prophets abound in priceless values that parents, though often
negligent of, are advised to instill in their children. Additionally,
many of the stories recounted in the book offer marvelous reading
material that children of various age groups would surely find
fascinating. Driven by their vivid imagination, young readers
would be enchanted by the stories of exceptionally bold men who
displayed admirable courage and relentless determination in
delivering Allah's mission, heedless of all obstacles that were
thrown in their way. Likewise, the countless miracles that they
worked would certainly be breathtaking. Young and
impressionable as they are, the book lauds the lives of humble
people who stand as the ideal role models for children. Though
invaluable for children, the book would be equally gripping for
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adults. In spite of the fact that the stories of some of the Prophets
are quite famous to the layman reader, Stories of the Prophets, in
its comprehensive coverage of their biographies, touches on some
details and events which are often treated as less important, but
which, nonetheless, serve to emphasize the loftiness of the
Prophets' status. Moreover, the book repeatedly attempts to
disperse falsities and baseless allegations relating to some of the
events, actions or words generally ascribed to them. In other
words, the book deliberately chooses not to ignore those
unfounded allegations, but rather explicitly mentions them in
order to refute them and uncover the truth based on reliable
Islamic references. Moreover, by the end of the book, a reader
cannot help but be awe-stricken by all of Allah's venerable
Prophets, and particularly by His sealing Prophet, Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. A reader can only sense the
distinguished and sublime position the last of Allah's Prophets
came to assume as well as the unmistakable superiority he enjoys
over the rest of Allah's Prophets and messengers.

[ wish to thank all those who made this work possible and
whose praiseworthy efforts cannot be adequately rewarded, save
by Allah's handsome reward in this life and the Hereafter.
Though editing this book was by no means an easy job, I have to
admit that it managed to take me to an entirely different world that
i1s so divorced from ours, which, in turn, has led me to start
looking at things from a different perspective. I sincerely hope
that readers would benefit from the book and also have a pleasant
time as they take a journey into the remote past and encounter
remarkable people, the likes of whom no longer exist in our lives.

Noha Kamal Eddin Abu El Yazid
Faculty of Humanities,

Department of English,

Al-Azhar University
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TRANSALTOR’S NOTES

All praise and thanks are due to Allah, the Lord of the
worlds. We cannot find words to praise Him, as He only sees fit
how laudation should be addressed to Him. We seek refuge in
Allah from the evils within ourselves and the evils of our bad
deeds. Whosoever Allah guides will never be led astray, and
whosoever He leads astray will never find guidance. We bear
witness that there is no god but Allah, the One without any
associate, and We bear witness that Muhammad is His Messenger
and bondman, peace and blessings be upon him, his kith and kin,
his Companions and all those who follow their guidance unttl the
Day of Judgement.

As people, throughout the ages, stand in need of Divine
guidance and a law to regulate their lives and conduct, Almighty
Allah chose from amongst every nation noble persons whose
righteousness, integrity, trustworthiness and upright character
were unquestionable, and entrusted them with the duty of
communicating the Divine Revelation (Wahy) to their people and
showing them the straight path. These are the Prophets and
messengers of Allah.

These Prophets and messengers called their people to
worship Allah alone and to ascribe no partners with Him. Some of
their peoples accepted the call while others showed intransigence
and maltreated their Prophets. Some Prophets were expelled from
their lands; some were assassinated; some, in the face of their
people’s indifference, continued preaching the whole of their
lives, and only won a few converts. Yet, in the midst of the
harassing opposition and derision to which they were perpetually
subjected, these Prophets remained steadfast and forbearing and
did not cease to invite their people to relinquish disbelief and
rebellion and to yield to the call of truth. Because of this, they
underwent different kinds of torture and went through a great deal
of tribulations.



The Glorious Qur’an has narrated many stories of the
Prophets of ancient nations. It has related their efforts in
proclaiming Allah’s message and recorded their sufferings and
forbearance in Allah’s Cause. Allah, Exalted be He, narrated
some of these stories to Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, with a view to setting his heart at ease and helping
him remain firm on the path of Da wah (call to Allah), the path
along which all Prophets of Allah trod. The Qur’an has also shed
light on the various methods the Propheis of Allah adopted to
invite their people, as well as the excellent examples they showed
in all domains of life.

Therefore, the stories of Allah’s Prophets, peace be upon
them, have not been narrated for the sake of entertainment or
cultural pleasure; they carry a significant message to people in
general and to those who have taken upon themselves the
responsibility of Dawah in particular. This is clear in the
following verse: “There is, in their guidance, instruction for
men who endued with understanding. It is not a tale invented,
but a confirmation for what went before it, a detailed exposition
of all things, and a guide and a mercy to any such as believe.”
(Yusuf: 111) Also, in the conclusion of Surah (Qur’anic chapter),
“Hood”, Almighty Allah tells Prophet Muhammad that He has not
related these stories for entertaining him, but to help him defend
the truth and hold fast to the straight path. Allah says, “All that
We relate to thee of the stories of the messengers. - with it We
make firm thy heart: in them there cometh to thee the truth, as
well as an exhortation and a message of the remembrance to
those who believe.” (Hood: 120)

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in
turn urged his Companions to learn about the stories of ancient
nations, in compliance with Allah’s command in the Qur’an: “Seo
relate the story; perchance they may reflect.” (Al-Araaf: 176)
Thus, Muslims have been keen to preserve the methodology of
learning the stories of the earliest Prophets and recounting them to
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their children. They, moreover, have kept such records in written
forms so that they may not die out or sink into oblivion. So these
records have been transmitted throughout the ages from one
generation to another.

Among these records that deal with the stories of the
Prophets is Ibn Katheer’s Qasas Al-Anbiyaa’ (Stories of the
Prophets), which is considered by most scholars a unique work of
its kind, and it has been relied on as a good work of reference. It
was due to this reason that the idea of rendering this book into
English occurred to our minds. It took us about six months to
study and translate the book. As the original book of Ibn Katheer
is full of details, the translation underwent some abridgment,
without impairing the contents of the book. Also, we have
included the story of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, drawn from other sources, as the book of Ibn Katheer does
not tackle the story in a separate chapter.

Through reading Stories of the Prophets, the reader will
come to the conclusion that all Prophets of Allah preached the
same message, that is, to worship Allah alone and not to ascribe
any rivals to Him; that all the heavenly revealed Scriptures
emanate from the one and the same source, namely, Allah
Almighty, and as such they convey a basic message which is a
unified one. This chain of Allah’s Prophets was sealed by Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who conveyed the
final eternal message, Islam, to the whole mankind.

It is hoped that the revised edition of Stories of the
Prophets will also more effectively present the common factors
among the Prophets of Allah, and help demonstrate the excellent
example they showed in all walks of life.

In conclusion, we would like to thank all those who helped
to publish this book. We pray (o Allah to accept all our efforts as
sincere deeds done solely for His sake, for it is He alone Whose
reward is of any real significance.
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Notes about the Translation:

Abbreviations Used

AC  After Christ
AH  After Hijrah
Transliteration of Arabic Words and Names

The following table shows the system followed in transliterating
the letters of the Arabic alphabet:

| A T L
Aa (long vowel) Z L
- B “(inverted postrophe) &
et T Gh &
< Th F -
z J Q 3
z H K &l
: Kh L J
3 D M A
3 Dh N O
B R H 5
B z w (consonant) 3
LM S 00 (long vowel)
U Sh y (consonant) -
U S ee (long vowel)
U D ' (apostrophe) ¢
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BIOGRAPHY OF IBN KATHEER
(700 - 774 AH)
(May Allah bless his soul)

*Emaad Ed-Deen Isma’eel Ibn ~Umar Ibn Katheer Al -
Basri and later Ad-Dimashqi was born in 700 AH, or a littie
later. After the decease of his father, Ibn Katheer, aged seven
then, headed for Damascus, accompanied by his elder brother.
He owed much of his learning to Ibn Ashginah, Al -Amadti, Ibn
* Asaakir and others, may Allah be pleased with them all. He
immensely revered Ibn Taimiyah, may Allah bless his soul,
whose views he believed, defended and mostly abided by,
particularly as regards divorce. It was on account of this that
he went through an ordeal and was made to suffer a lot.

Ion Katheer was widely acclaimed for the sublime
degree of learning that he so admirably attained. Scholars have
unanimously attested to his well -versedness, particularly in the
fields of the exegesis of the Glorious Qur’an, Hadith and
history. Ibn Habeeb describes him as "the leader of all men
engaged in the exegesis (of the Qur’an). He amassed and
categorized all (the knowledge) he heard. People marveled at
his fatwas and benefited from his teachings. His farwas grew
widely popular all across the country. He was renowned for
his precision and was proclaimed as the beacon of history,
Hadith and exegesis (of the Qur'an)." Tbn Hijji, one of his
students, owed: "Of all our contemporaries, he (Ibn Katheer)
was the best at memorizing authentic Hadiths and the most
knowledgeable as to assessing the degree of reliability and
honesty of Hadith-narrators as well as authentic and non -
authentic Hadiths. His comrades and mentors ack nowledge
every word of the above. I would frequently visit him, and
every time I was in his company I benefited from him.”
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Ibn Katheer lost his eyesight shortly before he died in
774 AH. He was buried at the Sufis cemetery along with his
mentor Ibn Taimiyah. Among his best -known works are his
masterpiece in history Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (The Beginning
and the End). He also interpreted part of Al Bukhari's Saheeh
(book of authentic Hadiths). By and large, Ibn Katheer's
admirable Knowledge and well -versedness are best manifested
to whoever reads his two best celebrated masterpieces; his
interpretation and his book of history.
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THE STORY OF ADAM (AADAM),
PEACE BE UPON HIM

The Creation of Adam:

Allah, Exalted be He, says: "Behold, thy Lord said to
the angels: 'I will create a vicegerent on earth.’ They said:
'"Wilt Thou place therein one who will make mischief therein
and shed blood? Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and
glorify Thy holy (name)?’ He said, 'l know what ye know
not." " (Al Bagarah: 30) Ibn Katheer states: This is a report
from Allah to His angels explaining to them the wisdom behind
creating Adam and his offspring, and how they will succeed
each other on earth. Allah says in another verse: "It is He Who
hath made you (His) agents, inheritors of the earth: He hath
raised you in ranks, some above others: that He may try you
in the gifts He hath given you: Jor thy Lord is quick in
punishment: yet He is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
(Al An"aam: 165). He also says: "Or, who listens to the (soul)
distressed when it calls on Him, and who relieves its suffering,
and makes you (mankind) inheritors of the earth? (Can there
be another) god besides Allah? Little it is that ve heed!"” (Al
Naml: 62). Allah tells that to His angels as a hint to the creation
of Adam and his children, as He sets the scene for the
occurrence of a great event before it actually takes place.

Allah says: "They said:'Wilt Thou place therein one
who will make mischief therein and shed blood? Whilst we do
celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?' He said:
'I know what ye know not.’ " (Al Bagarah: 30) This question
on the part of the angels was an attempt to inquire about the
wisdom behind somcthing. It was not a kind of protesting
against or belittling of humankind nor envying them, as
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perceived by some people in the dark. Qatadah maintains: They
expected what those newly-created beings might do through
their past experience of the Jinns that lived on carth before the
creation of Adam. Tbn ~ Umar says: The Jinns lived on earth for
two thousand years before the creation of Adam and committed
bloodshed. Allah sent angels to expel them from the earth and
forced them to the islands. Ibn Katheer states: The angels
continued: "Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify
Thy holy (name)” meaning that we forever worship You and
never disobey You. If the aim of creating humankind 1§ to
worship You, O Lord, we worship you tirelessly day and night.

Allah answered them saying: "I know what ye know
not" meaning I know well the objective of creating humankind
that you are not aware of. Many of them will be Prophets,
messengers, martyrs, and pious and righteous people. Allah,
then, informed them that He honored Adam with knowledge,
saying. "And He taught Adam the names of all things."” Tbn
* Abbaas points: The names mentioned are the names with
which people define things such as: man, beast, earth, plain,
sea, mountain, camel, ass, etc. Then He placed them before the
angels, and said, "Tell Me the names of these if ye are right."
(Al Bagarah: 31). Al-Hasan Al-Basri maintains: When Allah
wanted to create Adam, the angels said, Whenever Allah
creates a creature, we find out that we are more knowledgeable
than it. Thus it was a trial for them. This is indicated in Allah's
saying: "if ye are right.”

Allah says :"They said: 'Glory to Thee: of knowledge we

have none, save what Thou hast taught us: in truth it is Thou
Who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom.’ " (Al Bagarah: 32)
Ibn Katheer states: Glorified be our Lord! None can know
anything hidden in Your Knowledge without being taught by
You. This relates to another Qur'anic verse: "Nor shall they

2



compass aught of His knowledge except as He willeth.” (Al
Baqaral: 255) Allah says: "He said: 'O Adam! Tell them their
names.’ When he had told them, Allah said: 'Did I not tell
you that I know the secrets of heavens and earth, and I know
what ye reveal and what ye conceal?’ " (Al Bagarah: 33)
Sa"eed Ibn Jubair explains: Allah's saying, "what ye reveal”
refers to the saying of the angels, "Wilt Thou place therein one
who will make mischief therein” and His saying, "what ye
conceal” refers to Iblis when he concealed arrogance and his
thought that he was a better creature than Adam. Qatadah
maintains: The verse, "what ye conceal” refers to the angels'
saying, "Whenever Allah creates a creature, we find out that
we are more knowledgeable and honorable in the sight of
Allah than it.” The disobedience of Iblis caused him to be
cursed. Allah says: "And behold, We said to the angels: 'Bow
down to Adam:' and they bowed down: not so Iblis: he refused
and was haughty: he was of those who reject Faith.” (Al
Baqarah: 34)

Ibn Katheer points out: It is a great grace from Allah
endowed upon Adam, as He created him with His hands,
breathed soul unto him, taught him the names of all things and
commanded the angels to prostrate themselves before him.
Allah says: "When I have fashioned him (in due proportion)
and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance
unto him.” (Al Hijr: 29) Allah also says that it is He Who
created Adam and gave him shape then bade the angels bow
down to him, and they did; except Iblis that refused to be
among those who bowed down. Allah says: ” 'What prevented
thee from bowing down when I commanded thee?' He said: 'l
am better than he: Thou didst create me from fire, and him
Jrom clay.’ " (Al A raaf: 11-12) This means that Iblis imagined
that he was of a more sublime status than Adam, which in turn
made him abstain from prostrating himself to Adam, despite the
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divine command to do so.

Allah says: "Behold! Thy Lord said to the angels: 'I am
about to create man, from sounding clay, from mud molded
into shape; When 1 have fashioned him (in due proportion)
and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance
unto him.' So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them
together: Not so Iblis: he refused to be among those who
prostrated themselves. (Allah) said: 'O Iblis! What is your
reason for not being among those who prostrated themselves?'
(Iblis) said: 'l am not one to prostrate myself to man, whom
Thou didst create from sounding clay, from mud molded into
shape.’ (Allah) said: 'Then get thee out from here: for thou
art rejected, accursed. ' And the Curse shall be on thee till the
Day of Judgment.” (Al Hijr: 28-35) Thus Iblis incurred Allah's
wrath on account of his disobedience of the divine command to
prostrate himself before Adam.

Allah moreover says: "Behold! We said to the angels:
'Bow down unto Adam:' they bowed down except Iblis: he
said: 'Shall 1 bow down to one whom Thou didst create from
clay?' He said: 'Seest Thou? This is the one whom Thou hast
honored above me! If Thou wilt but respite me to the Day of
Judgment, I will surely bring his descendants under my sway,
all but a few!' (Allah) said: 'Go thy way; if any of them follow
thee, verily Hell will be the recompense of you (all) - an ample
recompense.’ Lead to destruction those whom thou canst
among them, with thy (seductive) voice, make assaults on
them with thy cavalry and thy infantry; mutually share with
them wealth and children; and make promises to them.' But
Satan promises them nothing but deceit. As for My servants,
no authority shalt thou have over them: Enough is thy Lord
for a Disposer of affairs.” (Al Israa’: 61-5)



Allah also says: "' Behold!' We said to the angels, 'Bow
down to Adam:’ they bowed down except Iblis. He was one of
the Jinns, and he broke the Command of his Lord. Will ye
then take him and his progeny as protectors rather than Me?
And they are enemies to you! Evil would be the exchange for
the wrong-doers!” (Al Kahf: 50) Ibn " Abbaas states: Iblis was
the archangel in the lower heaven and he belonged to a division
of the angels that were called "Jinns". Yet Al-Hasan Al-Bagri
argues: Iblis can never belong to the angels. In Saheeh Mosiem,
it is reported that 'Aa’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her,
said that the Prophet said: "The Angels are created from light
While the Jinn are created from fire free of smoke. Adam was
created as is described for you (in the Glorious Qur'an).”

Allah furthermore says: 'Behold,’ the Lord said to the
angels: 'l am about to create man Jrom clay: When I have
Jashioned him (in due proportion) and breathed into him of
My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him.’ So the angels
prostrated themselves, all of them together: Not so Iblis: he
was haughty, and became one of those who reject Faith.
(Allah) said: 'O Iblis! What prevents thee from prostrating
thyself to one whom I have created with My hands? Art thou
haughty? or art thou one of the high (and mighty) ones?’
(Iblis) said: 'I am better than he: Thou createdst me from fire,
and him thou createdst from clay.” (Allah) said: 'Then get
thee out from here: for thou art rejected, accursed. And My
Curse shall be on thee till the Day of Judgment.' (Iblis) said:
‘O my Lord! Give me then respite till the Day the (dead) are
raised.’ (Allah) said: 'Respite then is granted thee; till the Day
of the Time Appointed.’ (Iblis) said: 'Then by Thy Power, I
will put them all in the wrong, except Thy Servants amongst
them, sincere and purified (by T hy grace).’ (Allah) said:
'Then it is just and fitting, and I say what is just and fitting;
that I will certainly fill Hell with thee and those who follow
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thee, every one.’ " (Saad: 71-85).

Allah says: "He said: 'Because Thou hast thrown me
out of the Way, lo! I will lie in wait for them on Thy Straight
Way: then will I assault them from before them and behind
them, from their right and their lefi: nor wilt Thou find, in
most of them, gratitude (for Thy mercies).” (Al ~ Araaf: 16-17)
Iblis meant that he has taken it on himself to stand in the way of
the children of Adam in every path they tread and in any
direction they head. Thus, those of Adam's offspring who
manage to resist the temptation of Iblis will have really attained
salvation, whereas the miserable among the children of Adam
are those follow the way of Iblis.

Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal reports that Abu Hurairah said
that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, "When
the son of Adam recites a verse of prostration and then
prostrates himself (before Allah), Satan isolates himself, cries
and invokes curses on himself and says, 'The son of Adam was
commanded to bow down and he obeyed (his Lord), thus he will
be destined to Paradise but I was commanded (by Allah) to
prostrate myself (before Adam) yet I disobeyed and thus I will
be destined to Hell." "

The Creation of Eve:

Allah says, "We said: 'O Adam! Dwell thou and thy
wife in the Garden; and eat of the bountiful things therein as
(where and when) ye will; but approach not this tree, or ye
run into harm and transgression.’ ” (Al Bagarah: 35) Allah
also says, "(Allah) said: 'Get out from this, disgraced and
expelled. If any of them follow thee, Hell will 1 fill with you
all. O Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden, and
enjoy (its good things) as ye wish: but approach not this tree,
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or ye run into harm and transgression.' " (Al A’ raaf: 18-19)

Allah also says, "When We said to the angels,
'Prostrate yourselves to Adam,’ they prostrated themselves, but
not Iblis: he refused. Then We said: 'O Adam! Verily, this is
an enemy to thee and thy wife: so let him not get you both out
of the Garden, so that thou art landed in misery. There is
therein (enough provision) for thee not to go hungry nor to go

naked, nor to suffer from thirst, nor from the sun's heat.’ "
(Taa Haa: 116-9)

“Ibn Katheer explains: The context of these verses
proves that the creation of Eve was before Adam's living in
Paradise. This is supported by the Qur'anic verse: "O Adam!
Dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden.” However As-Suddyy
reports that Ibn ~Abbaas, Ibn Mas ood and some of the
Companions said, Iblis was expelled from Paradise and then
Adam was admitted to it. He walked alone in it without a mate
to find solace in. He once slept and when he woke up he found
a woman sitting beside his head whom Allah had created from
his rib. He asked her, 'What is you?' She said, 'A woman.' He
asked, 'Why have you been created?'. She replied, 'So you
may find solace in me."' The angels then asked him, to test his
knowledge, "What is her name Adam?' He replied, 'Eve
(Hawwaa’).' They asked, 'Why is she called so?' He replied,
'Because she has been created from a living matter.' In Saheeh
Al-Bukhari, it is reported on the authority of Abu Hurairah that
the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said: "Be good
o women as a woman is created from a rib and the most
crooked part of the rib is the upper part of it. If you try to
straighten its crookedness, you will break it. Yet if you leave it
as is, it will remain crooked. Therefore, I urge you to be good
to women.”



Iblis Incites Adam:

Allah says: "0 Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the
Garden, and enjoy (its good things) as ye wish: but approach
not this tree, or ye run into harm and transgression.” (Al
A'raal: 19) Ibn Katheer states: When Allah admitted both
Adam and Eve to Paradise, He allowed them to eat from all its
fruits except the fruit of a certain tree, whose kind was a
subject of difference among the exegetes of the Qur’an. Some
believe it was a vine tree, others maintain that it was a palm-
tree, and others suggest yet different kinds. Allah did not
specify its kind in the Glorious Qur'an because it will be of no
avail us to know. Iblis, the cursed, envied Adam and Eve and
managed to use stratagem and tricks to strip them of the grace
and good attire. Allah says: "Then began Satan to whisper
suggestions to them, in order to reveal to them their shame
that was hidden from them (before): he said: 'Your Lord only
forbade you this tree, lest ye should become angels or such
beings as live forever.” And he swore to them both, that he
was their sincere adviser.” (Al A’raaf: 20-1) Satan tried to
deceive them by telling them that he only wished to offer them
advice. In another verse, Allah says: "But Satan whispered evil
to him: he said, 'O Adam! shall I lead thee to the Tree of
Eternity and to a kingdom that never decays?’' " (Taa Haa:
120) The Tree of Eternity mentioned above may be the one that
is mentioned by Ahamd Ibn Hanbal who reported on the
authority of Abu Hurairah that the Prophet said, "In Paradise
there is a tree that one can ride alongside its shade for a
hundred years without reaching its end. It is the Tree of Eternity. !

Adam and Eve Sin and Repent:

Allah said, "So by deceit he brought about their fall:
when they tasted of the tree, their shame became manifest to
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them, and they began to sew together the leaves of the Garden
over their bodies.” (Al A'raaf: 22) Allah also says: "In the
result, they both ate of the tree, and so their nakedness
appeared to them: they began to sew together, for their
covering, leaves from the Garden” (Taa Haa: 121)

Ibn Katheer states: When Adam and Eve dwelt in
Paradise, they ate bountifully from whatever food they wished.
When they ate from the forbidden tree, they were deprived
from the attire they were first endowed with and were sent to
carth. Muslim scholars differ over the definite location on
which they first landed and the duration of time they spent in
Paradise. They also differ as to whether Adam and Eve bore
children in Paradise or not? Yet, Allah knows best.

It 1s said that Eve was the first to eat from the forbidden
tree and that she convinced Adam to eat from it. Allah knows
best. It was reported in Saheeh Al-Bukhari on the authority of
Abu Hurairah that the Prophet said: "If it was not for the
children of Israel (who were ordered not to store meat but they
did), meat would never decay, and if it was not for Eve, a wife
would never betray her husband.” As for Allah's saying, "they
began to sew together, for their covering, leaves from the
Garden,” Ath-Thauri reports that Ibn °~Abbaas points: The
leaves mentioned above are the leave of the fig tree. Ibn
Katheer observes that this saying seems to be reported after the
People of the Book. Yet, he believes that the meaning of the
verse runs deeper than that. However, Allah knows best.

Allah's says: "Then did Satan make them slip from the
(Garden), and get them out of the state (of felicity) in which
they had been." (Al Baqarah: 36) This means that they were
deprived of the abode of rest and felicity and had to descend to
earth which is the abode of toiling and sorrow. This was the
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result of what Satan whispered to them and incited them to do.
Al-Hafizh Ibn " Asaakir reports on the authority of Ubayy Ibn
Ka™b that the Messenger of Allah said: "Your father Adam was
as tall as the lofty palm-tree of 60 cubit height, his body was
hairy, and his private parts were fully covered with hair. When
he sinned in Paradise, his private paris became visible and he
left Paradise. He then found a tree on his way which held him
by the forehead and he was called upon by Allah, 'Have you left
Paradise to flee from Me, Adam?’' 'No,' replied Adam, ’'but
because of my shame from You, my Lord, due to what I have
committed.””

Allah says: "And their Lord called unto them: "Did 1
not forbid you that tree, and tell you that Satan was an
avowed enemy unto you?" They said: "Our Lord! we have
wronged our own souls: if Thou forgive us not and bestow not
upon us Thy Mercy, we shall certainly be lost.” (Al A’ raaf:
22-3) This was a confession of sin and an explicit repentance to
Allah in humility and submissiveness. This has become a
tradition which leads the children of Adam to their good in this
world and in the Hereafter. Allah says: "(Allah) said: 'Get ye
down, with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be your
dwelling-place and your means of livelihood for a time.’ " (Al
A’ raaf: 24) The discourse here is directed to Adam, Eve and
Iblis, who were commanded to descend from Paradise as
opponents who should forever be in combat against each other.

Allah says: "Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of
inspiration, and his Lord turned towards him; for He is Oft-
Returning, Most Merciful.” (Al Baqarah: 37) Sa eed Ibn
Jubair and others claim that these words are Adam's when he
repented to Allah. "They said: 'Our Lord! We have wronged
our own souls: if Thou forgive us not and bestow not upon
us Thy Mercy, we shall certainly be lost.” " (Al A raaf: 23)
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Ibn Katheer comments: This verse is similar to another in
which Allah says: "thus did Adam disobey his Lord, and
allow himself to be seduced. But his Lord chose him (for His

Grace): He turned to him, and gave him guidance.” (Taa
Haa: 121-2)

Al Hakim reports in his Mustadrak that Ibn ~ Abbaas
mentions, Adam said, 'O Lord! Have not You created me with
Thy Hands? He was answered, 'Yes.' He continued, 'Have not
You breathed life unto me from Your Spirit?' He was
answered, 'Yes." (Adam said,) 'And when I sneezed, You said,
'Yarhamukum Allah (may Allah have mercy on you) and that
Your mercy precedes Your wrath?' He was answered, 'Yes."
(Adam continued,) 'And You have destined me to do this?' He
was answered, 'Yes." (Adam continued,) 'Shall I be returned to
Paradise if I repent?' He was answered, 'Yes.'

Al-Bukhari reports on the authority of Abu Hurairah that
the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, "Moses
[Musa] argued with Adam. The former said to the latter, 'It was
on account of your sin that people were deprived of dwelling in
Paradise and were destined to misery.’ Adam replied, 'Even
you Moses, whom Allah has selected to carry His message and
discourse! You blame me for a matter decreed by Allah before
my creation?’ The Prophet said, 'Thus Adam refuted Moses'
argument.’ "

Some scholars maintain: The reply of Adam was an
argument that one may take divine decree as a cause of
misfortune, but not for disobedience. Ibn Katheer points: If
Adam's answer concerning the blame of Moses was interpreted
to be a justification of committing sin due to what Allah has
decreed on man, this would have extended to all sinners.
Accordingly, there would have been no retaliation nor
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prescribed penalties to be executed. This will inevitably lead to
horrible consequences.

Which Paradise?

Exegetes of the Qur’an differ concerning the Paradise to
which Adam was admitted, was it in heaven or on earth?
According to the view of the majority of scholars, it is the
Garden of Abode. This is based on the superficial meaning of
the related Qur'anic verses and Hadiths, such as Allah's saying,
"We said: 'O Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden.’
" (Al Baqarah: 35) and the saying of Moses to Adam, "It was
on the account of your sin that people were deprived from
dwelling in Paradise.”

In Saheeh Moslem, it is reported on the authority of Abu
Hurairah that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him,
said, "Allah will assemble people and the believers will stand
when Paradise will be brought near to them. They will come 1o
Adam and say, "O father let Paradise be open to us.' He will
say, 'Did anything deprive you of Paradise except the sin of
your father?" This is a strong proof in favor of the opinion that
maintains that what is intended is the Garden of Abode.

Others claim: The paradise wherein Adam dwelt is not
the Paradise of Eternity, because Adam was forbidden to eat
from a certain tree, and because he slept in it and departed from
it and because Iblis entered it, which contradicts the conjecture
that it is the Garden of Abode. Yet, Allah knows best.
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THE HADITHS THAT DEAL WITH
THE CREATION OF ADAM

Muslim mentions in his Saheeh, on the authority of Abu
Hurairah that the Prophet said, "The best day on which the sun
rose is Friday. In it Adam was created, admitted to Paradise,
and departed from ir." In another version in the Saheeh there is
the addition, "Resurrection will be Friday."

Al-Bukhari reports on the authority of Abu Hurairah that
the Prophet said, "Allah created Adam and made him 60 cubit
high. He then said to him, 'Go and bid greeting to such group
of angels and listen 10 their reply. This will be your greeting
and the greeting of your progeny after you.' He (Adam) said,
‘As-salamu 'alaikum [Peace be upon you.]' They (the angels)
replied, 'Wa 'alaika Al Salamu wa rahmatul-lah [Allah's
peace and mercy be upon you.]' Thus they added the phrase,
'wa rahmatul-lah.’ People who enter Paradise will have the
same figure of Adam. Yet the sizes of people are diminishing
by the day."

On the authority of Abu Musa Al-Ash" ari, Imam Ahmad
reports that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said,
"Allah created Adam from a handful (of clay) which He
gathered from all the earth. The children of Adam are in
accordance with this; some of them are white, some are red,
some are black and some are in between. Some of them are
easygoing, others are tough and some are in between. Some of
them are evil, others are good and some are in between."

As-Suddyy mentions on the authority of Ibn " Abbaas,
Ibn Mas ood and some of the Companions that they said,
"Allah sent Gabriel to the earth to bring Him clay. The earth
said, 'I seek Allah's protection from you if you will take
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anything from me or turn me ugly.' Thus he (Gabriel) returned
and did not take anything from the earth. He said, '"My Lord! It
(the earth) sought Your protection and I accepted that. Then He
(Allah) sent Michael [Mika'eel]. The earth sought Allah's
protection from him and he accepted that. He (Michael) then
repeated Gabriel's words. He (Allah) then sent the Angel of
Death. The earth sought Allah's protection from him, but he
said, 'And I seek Allah's protection from returning without
fulfilling His commandment." He (Michael) then took some
clay from the surface of the ground and mixed it. He did not
take it from a single place, but took from the white, the red and
the black mud of the earth. Therefore, the children of Adam
were created in different colors. He then ascended to Heaven
and moistened the clay until it became sticky. Allah then
molded it with His hands so that Iblis may not feel himself
superior to it. He (Allah) then fashioned it in the shape of a
human being from clay. It remained in clay for forty years
following that Friday (in which he was created.) When the
angels passed by it (the body of Adam), they were scared and
the one who was scared most was Iblis. When Iblis passed by it
(the body of Adam), he used to strike it, and it would make a
banging sound similar to that produced by clay (when struck).
Thus Allah said, "He created man from sounding clay like
unto pottery” (Al Rahmaan: 14) Iblis would say (to the body of
Adam), 'Surely you have been created for a certain aim.' He
entered from its mouth and got out from its posterior and said
to the angels, "Do not be afraid of this, for your Lord is the
Eternal, Absolute while this thing is hollow. If I am to be given
authority over it, I will surely destroy it."

When Allah breathed of His soul into Adam, Allah
ordered the angels to prostrate themselves to Adam after He
(Allah) breathed His soul into it. When Allah breathed life unto
Adam and it reached his head, he sneezed. The angels said to

14



him, 'Say Al-Hamdu-lillah (praise be to Allah!)' Thus he said
s0. Allah then said to him, 'May your Lord show mercy on
you.' When life reached his eyes, he saw the fruits of Paradise.
When life reached his stomach, he felt hunger. Thus, he
jumped hastily, before life reached his legs, to grab the fruits of
Paradise. Thus Allah said, 'Man is a creature of haste.’ " (Al
Anbiyaa': 37) As-Suddyy then narrates the story of Adam in
full. Ibn Katheer states: Some of the above stories find evidence
in the Prophetic Hadiths, though most of them rely on Israelite
narratives. Examples of such evidence is what Imam Ahmad
narrates on the authority of Anas Ibn Malik that the Prophet,
peace and blessings be upon him, said, "When Allah created
Adam, He left him for a period (of Time) as long as He willed.
Iblis went many times around him. When he saw that Adam’s
body was hallow, he knew that he was vulnerable.”

In his Muwatta’, an authentic book of Prophetic history,
Imam Malik Ibn Anas mentions on the authority of Muslim Ibn
Yasaar Al-Juhani that ~Umar Ibn Al-Khattaab was asked about
the following verse: "When thy Lord drew forth from the
Children of Adam from their loins, their descendants, and
made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): 'Am I not
your Lord (Who cherishes and sustains you)?’ They said:
'Yea! We do testify!’ (Al A raaf: 172) “~Umar answered: I
heard Allah's Messenger say, when asked about this verse,
"Allah created Adam, then wiped his back and extracted from it
some of his progeny. He (Allah) then said, 'l have created these
for Paradise, thus they will do the deeds of the dwellers of
Paradise.’ He then wiped his (Adam's) back and extracted from
it some of his progeny and said, 'l created these for Hell, thus
they will do the deeds of dwellers of the Hell.” A man said: 'O
Messenger of Allah! What is the fruit of deeds then? (If one is
predestined to either Paradise or Hell).' Allah's Messenger
replied, If a man is created for Paradise, Allah lets him do the
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deeds of the people of Paradise until he dies while sticking 1o
the deeds of the people of Paradise and thus enters it. When, on
the other hand, Allah creates a man for Hell, He lets him do the
deeds of the people of Hell until he dies while sticking to the
deeds of the people of Hell and thus enters it.”

In an other interpretation of this Qur'anic verse; Abu
Ja' far Ar-Raazi narrates on the authority of Ubayy Ibn Ka'b
that, Allah assembled all the creatures that would come to being
until the Day of Resurrection. He created them from their loins,
then made them speak and pledge and let them be witnesses (0
themselves, "Am I not your Lord (Who cherishes and sustains
you)?" They replied, "Yes." He (Allah) said, "I will make the
seven heavens and earths as well as your father Adam bear
witness to you in order not to claim on the Day of Resurrection
that you have no knowledge of this. You should know that there
no deity other than Me, no Lord but Me, so do not associate
any other idols with Me. I will send you messengers to warn
you of My punnishment, and will reveal to you My book."
They said, "We bear witness to the fact that You are our Lord
and God, there is no Lord for us other than You and no god for
us other than You." They hereby pledged allegiance to Him.
Allah then raised their father, Adam, until he saw the rich and
the poor, the one who is of good countenance and the one who
is not. He (Adam) said, "O Lord! Would you make all your
servants equal!” He (Allah) said, "I wished to be thanked." He
(Adam) found that, among his descendants, Prophets appeared
like lamps, beaming with light. Allah took from them another
kind of covenant of Prophethood. This is in accordance with
Allah's verse: "And remember We took from the Prophets
their Covenant: as (We did) from thee: from Noah, Abraham,
Moses, and Jesus the son of Mary: We took from them a
solemn Covenant” (Al Ahzaab: 7) Allah also says: "So set
thou thy face steadily and truly to the Faith: (establish)
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Allah's handiwork according to the pattern on which He has
made mankind: no change (let there be) in the work (wrought)
by Allah.” (Al Room: 30) Allah morcover says: "This is a
Warner, of the (series of) Warners of old!" (Al Najm: 56)
Allah further say: "Most of them We found not men (true) to
their covenant: but most of them We found rebellious and
disobedient.” (Al A’raaf: 102) This was narrated by Imams:
Ibn Abi Haatim, Ibn Jareer, and Ibn Mardawaih in their
commentaries. This was also narrated on the authority of
Mujahid, “lkrimah, Sa‘eed Ibn Jubair, Al-Hasan Al-Basri,
Qatadah, As-Suddyy, as well as some scholars of the Salaf
(early Muslims) in contexts that accord with these Hadiths.

17



THE STORY OF ABEL AND KANE;
(KABIL AND HABIL)

Allah says, "Recite to them the truth of the story of the
two sons of Adam. Behold! They each presented a sacrifice (to
Allah): it was accepted from one, but not from the other. Said
the latter: 'Be sure I will slay thee.' 'Surely,’ said the former,
'Allah doth accept of the sacrifice of those who are righteous.
'If thou dost stretch thy hand against me, to slay me, it is not
for me to stretch my hand against thee to slay thee: for I do
fear Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds. For me, I intend to
let thee draw on thyself my sin as well as thine, for thou wilt
be among the Companions of the Fire, and that is the reward
of those who do wrong.' The (selfish) soul of the other led
him to the murder of his brother: he murdered him, and
became (himself) one of the lost ones. Then Allah sent a
raven, who scratched the ground, to show him how to hide the
shame of his brother. 'Woe is me!' said he; 'Was I not even
able to be as this raven, and to hide the shame of my brother?’
Then he became full of regrets.” (Al Maa'idah: 27-31)

Many narrators mention that Adam and Eve bore
children in pairs, a male and a female, as also mentioned by Ibn
Katheer. Adam and Eve were commanded to marry each male
of one pair to the female of the other pair, and vise versa. But a
male and a female belonging to the same pair were not allowed
to marry one another.

According to As-Suddyy, Ibn " Abbaas, Ion Mas’ ood
and others: When Kane wanted to marry his sister who was
born with Abel, which was his pure right, the latter, who was
elder, refused and wanted to marry her himself. Adam ordered
Abel to marry his sister to his brother, Kane, but Abel refused
to. He, then ordered both Abel and Kane to offer a sacrifice to
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Allah, which they did. Kane, who owned a flock of animals.
offered a fleshy cow. Abel offered for sacrifice some of his
withered crops. A fire descended from heaven and devoured the
sacrifice of Kane but did not touch the offering of Abel.

Abu Ja“far Al-Bagir comments that Abel told Adam,
Allah accepted the offering of Kane because you supplicated
Allah for him but did not do for me. He also threatened his
brother when they were in private. One night, Kane was late in
returning with the flock that he tended. Adam sent Able to fetch
him. When Abel met Kane, he said to him, Your offering was
accepted by Allah, while mine was not. Allah accepts good
deeds only from the righteous, answered Kane. Abel,
overwhelmed with anger, told his brother, I'm going to slay
you to prevent you from marrying my sister. Kane replied, ”
'If thou dost stretch thy hand against me, to slay me, it is not
Jor me to stretch my hand against thee to slay thee: for I do
fear Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds.’ " (Al Maa'idah: 28)
This indicates the good manners of Kane and his fear of Allah.
Abel then struck him dead with an iron rod. It was also
reported that he strangled him. *Abdullaah Ibn ~Umar said,
"By Allah, the slain (Kane) was stronger than the other, but he
felt ashamed to reach out and harm his brother."

Ibn Katheer maintains: This report finds support in the
two authentic books of Hadith, where it was stated that the
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said,
"When two Muslims face one another with their swords (pointed
at each other), the killer and the killed will be destined to
Hell." The Companions asked, "O Messenger of Allah, this
might be fair concerning the killer, but what about the killed?"
He (the Messenger) replied, "He was keen to kill the other.”

Concerning Allah's saying, "For me, I intend to let thee
draw on thyself my sin as well as thine, for thou wilt be
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among the Companions of the Fire, and that is the reward of
those who do wrong." (Al Maa'idah: 29) Mujahid expounds on
the verse saying: This means, I will not proceed to fight you,
though I am stronger than you. Should you kill me, you will
commiit the sin of killing me and thus add to your previous sins
a new one. Ibn Katheer comments on this verse saying: It is not
- tended that the sins of the killed are transferred to the killer
after his being slain, as many people imagine. But the slain will
demand the killer to make amends for his crime. Since the good
deeds of the killer may not be sufficient to pay the slain back
his due in full, the sins of the slain are transferred to the record
of the killer. This view finds support in authentic Hadiths
concerning all acts of injustice, among which, perhaps even the
worst of which, is murder. Yet, Allah knows best.

Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, Abu Dawood, At-Tirmidhi
report on the authority of Sa~d Tbon Abi Waqggaas that the latter
said during the insurrection that took place during the caliphate
of *Uthmaan Ibn " Affaan, "I testify that Allah's Messenger
said, 'There will be after me an insurrection in which the one
who sits down will be better than the one who stands up, the
one who stands up will be better than the one who walks, and
the one who walks will be better than the one who runs.’ Then
Sa'd asked, 'What if a man comes to slay me inside ny house?’
He (the Messenger) said, 'Follow the example of the son of
Adam.’ " Imam Moslem and compilers of Sunan report a
narrative similar to this on the authority of Abu Dharr.

Allah says, "Then Allah sent a raven, who scratched
the ground, to show him how to hide the shame of his brother.
'Woe is me!' said he; 'Was I not even able to be as this raven,
and to hide the shame of my brother?' Then he became full of
regrets.” (Al Maa'idah: 31) As-Suddyy explains, Allah sent
two ravens which fought each other. Omne of the two ravens
killed the other, then scratched the ground, put the body of the
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other raven in a hole and hid it with earth. Abel, having
watched the raven do so, said, " 'Woe is me!’ said he; 'Was I
not even able to be as this raven, and to hide the shame of my

brother?’ Then he became full of regrets.” (Al Maa'idah; 31)
He then copied the raven and buried his brother.

The Death of Adam:

Muhammad Ibn Is-haaq states: When Adam was dying,
he taught his son Sheath the hours of the day and night and the
worship to be observed at such hours. He also informed him of
the flood that would take place later on. It was claimed that all
the ancestral lines of the children of Adam descended from
Sheath. All of Adam's other sons vanished. However, Allah
knows best. The word Sheath means "Allah's grace". Sheath
was called so because he was born to Adam and Eve after Abel
murdered Kane.

Ibn Katheer maintains: When Adam died on Friday, the
angels brought embalming and burial shroud from Paradise.
" Abdullaah, son of Imam Ahmad, mentions on the authority of
Yahya Ibn Dumrah As-Saa“di: I saw an old man in the city
delivering a lesson. When I inquired about him, people told me
he was Ubayy Ibn Ka'b. He (Ubayy) said, "When death
approached Adam, he said to his sons, 'My sons! I have a
desire to eat from the fruits of the Garden.' They went to fetch
him what he requested. On their way, they met the angels that
asked them, 'Sons of Adam! What are you looking for and
where are you going?' They replied, 'Our father is ill and he
desires to eat from the fruits of the Garden. They (the angels)
said to them, 'Go back as your father is now dead.' They (the
angels) came (to Adam). When Eve saw them, she stuck to
Adam. He said to her, 'Go away! I was deceived (by Iblis)
through you. So do not stand between me and Allah's angels.
They (the angels) washed him, shrouded and embalmed him.
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They then dug a hole in the ground and put his body 1n a slit on

the ground and offered prayer thereupon. They then put him in
his grave and throw earth over him and said, 'O children of
Adam! Such is the ceremony of burial that you should follow.""

Ibn Katheer states: The exact life span of Adam had been
a point of difference among scholars. In a Hadirh narrated by
Ibn "~ Abbaas and Abu Hurairah, it was mentioned that Adam's
life span was recorded in the Preserved Tablet as a thousand
years. It was said that Eve died a year following his death.
Similarly, the location where Adam was buried was again a
point of difference among scholars. Many scholars believe that
he was buried in India next to the mountain on which he
descended from Paradise. It was also proposed that this
mountain is the Abu Qubais Mount in Makkah (i.e. Makkah). It
was further said that when the flood took place, Noah (Nuh)
carried the remnants of Adam and Eve in a box and buried
them in Jerusalem. Yet Allah knows best.

When Adam died, his son Sheath was to undertake the
mission after his father. According to a Hadith which was
reported by Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh on the authority of Abu
Dharr, Sheath was a Prophet and ﬁfty books were revealed on
him.

When death approached Sheath, he had his son Anush
succeed him. So Qainin, son of Anush, succeeded his father,
then Mihlayil, son of Qainin, was in authority. Non-Arab
narrators claim that Mihlayil was the king of the Seven Regions
and the first to cut trees and establish cities and big fortresses.
They also claim that he was the founder of Babylon and the Far
Sausse. When Mihlayil died, his son, Yard, succeeded him.
When Yard was on his dying bed, he recommended that his son
Khanukh succeed him. According to many scholars, Khanukh is
believed to be Prophet Enoch.
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THE STORY OF PROPHET ENOCH (IDREES),
PEACE BE ON HIM

His Lofty Status:

Allah, Exalted be He, says, "Also mention in the Book
the case of Idrees: he was a man of truth (and sincerity),
(and) a Prophet: And We raised him to a lofty station.”
(Maryam: 56-7) Ibn Katheer explains: In the verse, Allah,
Exalted be He, praises Enoch and provides us with a truthful
description of him as a Prophet and a man of truth and
sincerity. He was the third Prophet after Adam and Sheath,
peace be on them.

Ibn Is-haaq mentions that Enoch was the first to write
with a pen. He was alive for 308 years of Adam's life.

Concerning Allah's verse, "And We raised him to a
lofty station.” (Maryam: 57), it was reported in an authentic
Hadith which recounts the occasion of the Night Journey and
the Ascent (Israa' and Mi raaj) that the Messenger of Allah,
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, passed by Enoch
in the fourth heaven.
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THE STORY OF PROPHET NOAH (NOOH),
PEACE BE ON HIM

His Call to His People:

When idols were worshipped and people sank in disbelief
and delusion, Allah, Exalted be He, sent Noah as the first
messenger to the people of the earth. His people were called
Banu Rasib (i.e. the sons of Rasib).

How Idolatry Was Initiated?

It was reported in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, on the authority of
Ibn " Abbaas, that he said, there were ten centuries between
Adam and Noah, during all of which Islam was prevalent. Ibn
Katheer states: If a century (Arabic Qarn, pl. Qurun) stands for
a hundred years, this inevitably means that there were one
thousand years between Adam and Noah. A century may also
denote a generation, as in the verses, "How many generations
have We destroyed after Noah? And enough is thy Lord to
note and see the sins of His servants.” (Al Israa’: 17), "Then
We raised after them another generation." (Al Mu'minoon:
31), "And also “Ad and Thamud, and the Companions of the
Rass, and many a generation between them.” (Al Furqaan:
38), "But how many (countless) generations before them have
We destroyed.” (Maryam: 74) In addition to the Prophetic
Hadith, "The best of generations [Qurun] is that of mine...”
Based on this, it becomes clear that word Qarn in this context
denotes a generation, not a hundred years, which means that
there were thousands of years between Adam and Noah. Yet,
Allah knows best.

Then after these succeeding righteous generations,
conditions changed and ended with the worship of idols. The
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reason behind that was mentioned in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, on the
authority of Ibn ~Abbaas, when he interpreted the Qur'amc
verse, "And they have said (to each other),  Abandon not your
gods: abandon neither Wadd nor Suwa, neither Yaguth nor
ya'uq, nor Nasr.” (Nooh: 23) Ibn "~ Abbaas says: The names
mentioned in the verse were the names of pious people among
the people of Noah. After their death, Satan incited their people
to erect stone memorials in the places where those pious people
used to sit, and to call them after their names. As time passed
by and people's faith waned, these stone memorials were
worshipped. Idol-worshipping consequently spread widely
among Arabs.

Ibn Jareer mentions on the authority of Muhammad Ibn
Qats that the latter said, they (the people whose names
mentioned above) were pious people who lived in the period
between Adam and Noah. They had followers who followed in
their footsteps. When they died, their followers said, 'If we
erect statues to them, this will be a good incentive to urge us to
exert more effort in worship.' Thus, they put up statues to
them. After the death of the followers, Iblis insinuated to their
successors convincing them that their predecessors used to
worship them (the people to whom the statues were erected) and
supplicate them for rain. Accordingly, they were worshipped.

Ibn Abi Haatim states, on the authority of Abu Ja™ far Al-
Baqir, that he said, Wadd was a pious man who used to be
humble among his people. When he died, his people stood
around his grave in Babylon feeling sorry. When Iblis saw this,
he assumed the form of a man and told them, "I see your
sorrow for the death of this man. I can, if you like, shape you a
statue that resembles him to be put up as a memorial in your
meeting place." They agreed to the idea. He then came to them
again and said, "I can, if you like, erect you small statues of
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Wadd so that you may place them in your houses.” And again
they agreed. As people multiplied, their progeny adopted their
ancestors' view regarding Wadd. But when they started to
forget with time, the statues of Wadd were idolized and began
to be worshipped instead of Allah.

Ibn Katheer maintains: It was reported in the two
authentic books of Moslem and Al-Bukhari that when Umm
Salamah and Umm Habibah mentioned to the Prophet, peace
and blessings be upon him, the church which they saw in
Abyssinia and described its magnificence and the figures they
saw there, he (the Prophet) said, "When a pious man among
those people died, they used to build a place for worship over
his grave and then shape such figures. Such people will be the
most evil in the sight of Allah.”

When idols were worshipped and corruption spread
throughout the earth, Allah, Exalted be He, sent his servant and
messenger Noah to invite people to worship Allah and refrain
from any other kind of worship. Thus, Noah was the first
messenger on earth.

It was reported in the two authentic books of Hadith, the
one by Moslem and the other by Al-Bukhari, on the authority of
Abu Hurairah that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon
him, said in the Hadith of intercession, "...they will come to
Adam and say, 'O Adam! You are the father of humankind.
Allah created you with His hands, breathed life unto you of His
spirit, commanded the angels to prostrate themselves to you and
admitted you to live in Paradise. Would you intercede for us to
your Lord? Do not you see what we are suffering from?’ He
will say, 'My Lord is now very angry. His wrath is
unprecedented. Nor will He ever be that angry again. He
forbade me to eat from the Tree but I disobeyed Him. I am now
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concerned with myself, I am now concerned with myself. Go to
anyone but me! Go to Noah!' They will then come to Noah and
say, 'O Noah! You are the first messenger sent on earth and
Allah called you "a devotee most grateful.” Do not you see
what we are suffering from? Would you intercede for us 1o your
Lord?' He (Noah) will say, 'My Lord is now very angry. His
wrath is unprecedented. Nor will He ever be that angry again. I
am now concerned with myself, I am now concerned with
myself'..."”

Noah's Call and His Denial of the Message:

Ibn Katheer says: Noah called on his people to worship
Allah, Exalted be He, alone and not to associate anything with
Him, i.e. not to worship an idol or a statue. He (Noah) said to
them, ” ' O my people! Worship Allah! Ye have no other god
but Him. I fear for you the Punishment of a dreadful Day!’ "
(Al A" raaf: 59), "That ye serve none but Allah: verily I do
fear for you the Penalty of a Grievous Day.” (Hood: 26), and
" 'O my People! I am to you a Warner, clear and open: That
ve should worship Allah, fear Him, and obey me"” (Nooh: 2-3)

He thus called on his people day and night, in public and
in private, with promises one time and warnings the other.
However, most of his people rejected his call and fought him
and the believers. They threatened to stone them or to drive
them out of their land. Allah, Exalted be He, says, "The
leaders of his people said: 'Ah! We see thee evidently
wandering (in mind).' He said: 'O my people! No wandering
Is there in my (mind): on the contrary I am a Messenger from
the Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds!' " (Al " Araaf: 60-1)
They told him, ” 'We see (in) thee nothing but a man like
ourselves: nor do we see that any follow thee but the meanest
among us, in judgment immature: nor do we see in you (all)
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any merit above us: in fact we think ye are liars!" (Hood: 27).

According to their people, their worst sin was readily
responding to the call to worship Allah, which, in fact, was
their merit. For the clear truth does not require a great deal of
thinking in order to be accepted. On the contrary, it should be
followed and acted upon once it is declared. For this reason,
Allah's Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him, said
praising Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, "Whenever I called on anybody
to embrace Islam, he seemed to be greatly hesitant to embrace
it at first except Abu Bakr, who never stammered (in uttering
the two testimonies)." For the same reason Abu Bakr was given
the pledge of allegiance (following the Prophet's death) on the
Day of Saqifah because his superiority to other Companions
was then quite clear.

Noah answered his people saying, " 'O my People! See
ye if (it be that) 1 have a Clear Sign from my Lord, and that
He hath sent Mercy unto me from His own Presence, but that
the Mercy,’ " meaning his being a Prophet and messenger of
Allah, " 'hath been obscured from your sight?’ " meaning that
you did not understand it and were not guided to it, " 'Shall we
compel you to accept it when ye are averse to it?’ " (Hood: 28)
meaning that he could find a means to guide them while their
conditions are worse than ever. Noah was thus kindly calling on
them to join the right path. He further said, ” 'And O my
People! I ask you for no wealth in return: my reward is from
none but Allah,’ " meaning that he did not demand a wage in
return for his call that will avail them in this worldly life and in
the Hereafter. ” 'But I will not drive away (in contempt) those
who believe: for verily they are to meet their Lord, and ye, 1
see, are the ignorant ones!' " (Hood: 29) It seems form the
context that his people demanded that he should drive away
those who believed in his message, if he wanted them to meet
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him. Yet, he did not accept this unjust condition.

Noah said, ” ‘I tell you not that with me are the
Treasures of Allah, nor do I know what is hidden, nor claim I
to be an angel,’ " i.e. 1 am actually a servant of Allah's and
His messenger. I do not know but the knowledge that Allah has
endowed on me and I cannot do but what Allah has enabled me
to do. I cannot bring about something good to myself or avoid
harm except with the will of Allah, Exalted be He. ” 'Nor yet
do I say, of those whom your eyes do despise,’” " from among
my followers, ” ‘that Allah will not grant them (all) that is
good: Allah knoweth best what is in their souls: I should, if I
did, indeed be a wrong-doer,’” " (Yoosuf: 31) meaning, I
cannot testify that they (my followers) will not be well
rewarded by Allah in the Hereafter, since this is specific to
Allah's knowledge. He is Well-Aware of them and will award
them according to what is hidden in their souls.

Among his people's sayings i1s, " 'Shall we believe in
thee when it is the meanest that follow thee?' " (Al Shu'araa':
111) He replied, ” 'And what do I know as to what they do?
Their account is only with my Lord, if ye could (but)
understand. I am not one to drive away those who believe. I
am sent only to warn plainly in public.’” (Al Shu'araa': 112-5)

His People's Insistence on Disbelief and His Invocation
against Them:

Noah continued to call on his people to follow the way of
Allah for quite a long time. Allah, Exalted be He, says
concerning him, "he tarried among them a thousand years less
fifty: but the Deluge overwhelmed them while they (persisted
in) sin.” (Al ~Ankaboot: 14) Nonetheless, only a few of his
people believed in him. Whenever a generation was about to
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end, it instructed the following one not to believe in Noah and

to fight him. A father would instruct his child, as soon as he
was old enough to speak, never to believe in Noah.

Allah, Exalted be He, says, ” 'O my Lord! I have called
to my People night and day: But my call only increases (their)
flight (from the Right). And every time I have called to them,
that Thou mightest forgive them, they have (only) thrust their
fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their
garments, grown obstinate, and given themselves up [0
arrogance. So I have called to them aloud; Further I have
spoken to them in public and secretly in private, Saying, “Ask
forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving; He will
send rain to you in abundance; Give you increase in wealth
and sons; and bestow on you gardens and bestow on you
rivers (of flowing water). What is the matter with you, that ye
place not your hope for kindness and long-suffering in Allah,
Seeing that it is He that has created you in diverse stages? See
ye not how Allah has created the seven heavens one above
another, And made the moon a light in their midst, and made
the sun as a (Glorious) Lamp? And Allah has produced you
from the earth, growing (gradually), And in the End He will
return you into the (earth), and raise you forth (again at the
Resurrection)? And Allah has made the earth for you as a
carpet (spread out), That ye may go about therein, in spacious
roads.’ " (Nooh: 5-20)

Allah, Exalted be He, also says: "They said: 'O Noah!
Thou hath disputed with us, and (much) hast thou prolonged
the dispute with us: now bring upon us what thou threatenest
us with, if thou speakest the truth!?’ He said: 'Truly, Allah
will bring it on you if He wills, (as He has power over all
things) and then, ye will not be able to frustrate it! Of no
profit will be my counsel to you, much as I desire to give you
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(good) counsel, if it be that Allah willeth to leave you astray:
He is your Lord! And to Him will ye return!’ " (Hood: 32-4)
This means that it is only Allah Who guides whomever He
wills. Whenever Allah wishes to let someone go astray, none
but Allah can guide him to the truth. He is the doer of all that
He intends. He (Allah) knows well who deserves guidance and
who deserves to go astray. He is full of wisdom and has the
strongest argument that immediately confounded any opponent.

In addition to the disbelief of Noah's people in this life,
they denied that a messenger was sent to them. Al-Bukhari
reports, on the authority of Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri, that the
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said,
"Noah will come along with his people (on the Day of
Resurrection). Allah will say to them, 'Has not he (Noah)
delivered the message to you?' They will reply, 'No. No
Prophet came to us.' Allah will then say to Noah, 'Who is your
witness (that you have conveyed the message to them)?' Noah
will say, ' Muhammad and his people.’ We (the Prophet talks
about himself and his people) will bear witness to that. This is
in accordance to Allah's saying, "Thus have We made of you
an Ummat justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses over the
nations, and the Messenger a witness over yourselves.” (Al
Baqarah: 143) Thus the people of Prophet Muhammad will bear
witness, along with him, that Noah was to convey the truth, and
that he delivered Allah's message to his people as perfectly as it
should be. Everything beneficial to them regarding their creed
he ordered them to do, and everything harmful to them he
warned them against. This is the case with all the Prophets. He
(Noah) even warned his people against Antichrist, though he
expected that they would not be contemporaneous with him,
because he cared about them. "

Al-Bukhari mentions, on the authority of Ibn " Umar,
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that he said, "The Prophet stood in front of people (to deliver a
sermon). He then praised Allah with due praise, and made
mention of Antichrist saying, 'I warned you against him. There
was no Prophet but warned his people (against Antichrist).
Noah warned his people. But I will tell you something about
him (Antichrist) with which no other Prophet told his people.
You should know that he (Antichrist) is one-eyed, while your
Lord in not one-eyed.' "

It was reported in the two authentic books of Moslem
and Al-Bukhari, on the authority of Abu Hurairah, that the
Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, "Shall I rell
you something about Antichrist which no other Prophet told his
people? He (Antichrist) is one-eyed. He will bring with him
things like Paradise and Hell. What he claims is Paradise is in
fact Hell and what he claims is Hell is in fact Paradise. I warn
you (against him) as Noah warned his people. " (The wording of
Al-Bukhari.)

Noah gave up hope and realized that his people were
beyond reform after he had been insulted, opposed and belied.
He thus invoked Allah against them, and Allah answered his
prayer. Allah says, "It was revealed to Noah! 'None of thy
People will believe except those who have believed already! So
grieve no longer over their (evil) deeds. But construct an Ark
under Our eyes and Our inspiration, and address Me no
(further) on behalf of those who are in sin: for they are about
to be overwhelmed (in the Flood).’ " (Hood: 36-7)

Elsewhere Allah, Exalted be He, says: "(In the days of
old), Noah cried to Us, and We are the Best to hear prayer.
And We delivered him and his people from the Great
Calamity.” (Al Saaffaat: 75-6) Allah also says, "(Remember)
Noah, when he cried (to Us) aforetime: We listened to his
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(prayer) and delivered him and his family from great distress.”
(Al Anbiyaa': 76) Allah, Exalied be He, further says, "He
said: 'O my Lord! Truly my people have rejected me. Judge
Thou, then, between me and them openly, and deliver me and
those of the Believers who are with me.' " (Al Shu'araa’: 118)
Allah further says, "Then he called on his Lord: 'l am one
overcome: do Thou then help (me)!’ " (Al Qamar: 10) Allah
moreover says, "(Noah) said: 'O my Lord! Help me: for that
they accuse me of falsehood!’ " (Al Mu'minoon: 26) Allah the
Almighty also says, "Because of their sins they were drowned
(in the flood), and were made to enter the Fire (of
Punishment); and they found - in lieu of Allah - none to help
them”. And Noah said: 'O my Lord! Leave not of the
Unbelievers, a single one on earth! For, if Thou dost leave
(any of) them, they will but mislead Thy devotees, and they
will breed none but wicked ungrateful ones.’ " (Nooh: 25-7)

The Command to Build the Ark:

Ibn Katheer says: When the people of Noah drowned in
sin, evil and disbelief and when their Prophet invoked Allah
against them, He commanded Noah to build an ark which was
matchless then and would remain so thereafter. Allah forbade
Noah to argue with Allah concerning his people when he saw
them stricken and tortured, as he might feel pity for them. For
this reason Allah, Exalted be He, says, "and address Me no
(further) on behalf of those who are in sin: for they are about
to be overwhelmed (in the Flood)." (Hood: 37) Allah, Exalted
be He, then says, "Forthwith he (starts) constructing the Ark:
every time that the Chiefs of his People passed by him, they
threw ridicule on him. He said: 'If ye ridicule us now, we (in
our turn) can look down on you with ridicule likewise!' " This
means that Noah and his followers ridiculed the disbelievers
among his people and wondered about their stubbornness and
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disbelief which would bring about their ruin and expose them to
torture. "But soon will ye know who it is on whom will
descend a Penalty that will cover them with shame, on whom
will be wunloosed a Penalty lasting.” (Hood: 39) Allah
moreover says, " 'Q my Lord! Help me: for that they accuse
me of falsehood!' So We inspired him (with this message):
Construct the Ark within Our sight and under Qur
guidance” (Al Mu'minoon: 26-7) i.e. in order to guide you
to the correct way.

Exegetes of the Qur’an differ as to the length and width
of the ark. It is mentioned in the Torah (The Old Testament)
that it was 300 cubit long and 50 cubit wide. There were many
other opinions as well. As for its height, it is claimed that the
ark was 30 cubit high. It consisted of three floors, of 10 cubit
high each. The lower floor was assigned to animals and beasts,
the middle floor to people and the upper floor to birds. The
door, which was on the side of the ark, was covered from top
to bottom. The ark was built from Saj wood. It is also claimed
that it was made from pine wood, according to the Torah. Yet,
Allah knows best.

Allah, Exalted be He, says, "When comes OQur
command, and the fountains of the earth gush forth,"
meaning that the earth gushes forth and water dominates its
entirety that even ovens, which are naturally the places where
fires are kindled, gush with water also, "take thou on board
pairs of every species, male and female, and thy family -
except those of them against whom the Word has already gone
forth - and address Me not in favor of the wrong-doers; for
they shall be drowned (in the Flood)." (Al Mu'minoon: 27)
This means that Allah commanded Noah to take with him
aboard the ark pairs of every species, made up from a male and
female, to guarantee their survival through reproduction. Allah
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also ordered him to take along his family, "except those of
them against whom the Word has already gone forth,” i.e.
except the disbelievers, among whom was his son Noah who
eventually drowned. Allah ordered Noah not to argue for or
intercede on the part of the disbelievers who were to be ruined.

Allah, Exalted be He, says, "At length, behold! There
came Our Command, and the fountains of the earth gushed
forth! We said: 'Embark therein, of each kind two, male and
female, and your family - except those against whom the Word
has already gone forth - and the Believers.’ " (Hood: 40) This
happened in spite of the long period of time that Noah spent
with his people calling on them to worship Allah day and night,
promising Allah's forgiveness and good reward for whoever
believes in Him and warning against disobedience and disbelief.

Scholars differ concerning the number of survivors on
board. According to Ibn "~ Abbaas, they were eighty men and
women. Ka b Al-Ahabar, however, claims that they were
seventy-two. Scholars also differ concerning the destiny of
Noah's wife. Some maintain that she died before the deluge.
Others postulate that she was among those who drowned due to
her disbelief. She bore all of Noah's sons; Ham, Sam, Yafith,
Yam (Biblical Can" an) and " Abir.

Allah, Exalted be He, says, "And when thou hast
embarked on the Ark - thou and those with thee - say: 'Praise
be to Allah, Who has saved us from the people who do
wrong.' And say: 'O my Lord! Enable me to disembark with
Thy blessing: for Thou art the Best to enable (us) to
disembark.’ " (Al Mu'minoon: 28-9) Allah ordered Noah to
praise Him for enabling him to build the ark and for saving
him from the deluge. Allah also avenged him from those who
opposed and belied him. Thus, it has been made the norm to
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start every act with supplication to Allah that it will be blessed
and that its tesults will be pleasant. Thus, Allah says, “That
has created pairs in all things, and has made for you ships
and cattle on which ye ride, In order that ye may sit firm and
square on their backs, and when so seated, ye may celebrate
the (kind) favor of your Lord, and say, 'Glory to Him Who
has subjected these to our (use), for we could never have
accomplished this (by ourselves). And to our Lord, surely,
must we turn back!'" (Al Zukhruf: 12-4) Allah said to his
Messenger Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
when he immigrated from Makkah to Medina,"Say: 'O my
Lord! Let my entry be by the Gate of Truth and Honour, and
likewise my exit by the Gate of Truth and Honour; and grant
me from Thy Presence an authority to aid (me)."'" (Al Israa':
80) Noah abided by Allah's instruction and said, " 'Embark ye
on the Ark, in the name of Allah, whether it move or be at
rest! for my Lord is, be sure, Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful!'”
(Hood: 41).

The Deluge Takes Place:

Allah, Exalted be He, says: "So the Ark floated with
them on the waves (towering) like mountains.” (Hood: 42) Ibn
Katheer expalins: Allah caused rain to fall on earth like it has
never done before, nor will it ever do thereafter. It poured
down incredibly heavily. Allah also commanded the earth to
gush out springs from every spot. Allah says: "Then he called
on his Lord: 'I am one overcome: do Thou then help (me)!’
So We opened the gates of heaven, with water pouring forth.
And We caused the earth to gush forth with springs. So the
waters met (and rose) to the extent decreed. But We bore him
on an (Ark) made of broad planks and caulked with palm-
fibre: She floats under Our eyes (and care): a recompense to
one who had been rejected (with scorn)!” (Al Qamar: 10-14)
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Allah the Almighty also says, "We, when the water (of Noah's
Flood) overflowed beyond its limits, carried you (mankind), in
the floating (Ark), That We might make it a Message unto
you, and that ears (that should hear the tale and) retain its
memory should bear its (lessons) in remembrance.” (Al
Haaqggah: 11-12).

Some exegetes state: The water reached the top of the
highest mountain on earth, i.e. it went fifieen cubit high. It was
also posulated that the water rose for eighty cubits. It dominated
the entire globe, its mountains, barren lands and deserts so that
none of the creatures that previously lived on earth survived.

He Is Not of Thy Family:

Allah, Exalted be He, says, "Noah called out to his son,
who had separated himself (from the rest): 'O my son!
Embark with us, and be not with the Unbelievers!' The son
replied: 'I will betake myself to some mountain: it will save me
from the water.’ Noah said: 'This day nothing can save, from
the Command of Allah, any but those on whom He hath
mercy!' and the waves came between them, and the son was
among those overwhelmed in the Flood.” (Hood: 43)

Ibn Katheer explains: This was Noah's son, Yam, who
was a disbeliever and was killed. Allah mentions Noah's
imploration to Him concerning his drowned son and his
inquiring about his destiny. Allah, Exalted be He, says, "And
Noah called upon his Lord, and said; 'O my Lord! Surely my
son is of my family! and Thy promise is true, and Thou art
the Justest of Judges!' He said: 'O Noah! He is not of thy
Jamily: for his conduct is unrighteous. So ask not of Me that
of which thou hast no knowledge! I give thee counsel, lest
thou act like the ignorant!' Noah said: 'O my Lord! I do seek
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refuge with Thee, lest I ask Thee for that of which I have no
knowledge. And unless Thou forgive me, and have Mercy on
me, I should indeed be lost!’ " (Hood: 45-7). This means Noah
asked Allah, You promised me to save my family. My drowned
son was among my family. Allah answered telling him that his
drowned son was mnot counted among his surviving family
members, as He said to him, "and thy family - except those of
them against whom the Word has already gone forth.” (Al
Mu'minoon: 27) Thus, his son was among those against whom
the word of Allah came to pass; for he was drowned due to his
disbelief.

The Cease of the Deluge and the Extermination of the
Disbelievers:

Allah, Exalted be He, says, "Then the word went forth:
'O earth! Swallow up thy water, and O sky! Withhold (thy
rain)!’ and the water abated, and the matter was ended. The
Ark rested on Mount Judi, and the word went forth: 'Away
with those who do wrong!" (Hood: 44) When all the people on
earth were ruined except those who worshipped Allah alone,
explains Ibn Katheer, Allah ordered the earth to swallow up its
water and the sky to stop raining, "and the water abated,”
meaning rainfall almost ceased, "and the matter was ended,”
meaning the destiny of the disbelievers was precisely what
Allah has predestined, "and the word went forth: 'Away with
those who do wrong!' " They were called upon and informed
that they will be deprived of Allah's mercy and forgiveness.

Allah, Exalted be He, says: "But they rejected him, and
We delivered him, and those with him in the Ark: but We
overwhelmed in the Flood those who rejected Our Signs. They
were indeed a blind people!” (Al A’ raaf: 64) Allah also says,
"They rejected him, but We delivered him, and those with
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